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SEASON'S GREETINGS
Maya Angelou is credited with saying “You may encounter many defeats, but you

UPCOMING DATES
MS 890 Open House - 10/30

must not be defeated. In fact, it may be necessary to encounter the defeats, so
you can know who you are, what you can rise from, how you can still come out of
it.”
As we approach the end of 2019, I invite you to join me in reflecting on all of our
ups and downs, achievements and set-backs over the past year. We look forward
in anticipation to 2020 and our first graduating class! The 8th graders have grown
so much in the time they have been at MS 890, as we too have grown collectively
as a school community.

Winter Unity Concert - 12/10
Breakfast with the Principal - 12/11
School Leadership Meeting - 12/17
PA Meeting and Academic Awards Ceremony
- 12/17
Ice Skating Trip (8th Grade) - 12/18

MS 890 has a lot to offer, thanks to the dedicated staff, family members and
students that work tirelessly to ensure our success - the turnout at the recent
Open House is a testament to this dedication.
Thank you for all that you do. Happy Holidays and a Prosperous New Year!

Nicholas Frangella, Principal

Ugly Sweater Day - 12/19
School Spelling Bee - 12/20
Pajama Day - 12/20
NO SCHOOL - 12/21 - 1 / 1
(Students return 1/2/20)

staff of the month

David Cummings

Cassandra Ricca

SPECIAL EDUCATION, SOCIAL STUDIES

SPECIAL EDUCATION, ELA

Dave Cummings is a Special Education-Social Studies
teacher. Mr. Cummings has been working in NYC
classrooms all over the city since 2011. A member of the
New York City Teaching Fellows Cohort 31, Mr. Cummings
holds a Bachelor's Degree in Psychology from Touro College
and is currently working toward his Master's Degree at LIU
Brooklyn. Mr. Cummings moved from Atlanta, Georgia here
to Brooklyn and, for the past 7 years, has been a resident of
Ditmas Park where he presently lives with his wife and
young daughter. Dave is excited to bring his diverse talent
base and skill set to the school community of MS890. His
career path over the years includes working as a nationally
touring stand-up comedian, an improv performer and an
emcee. As a teacher at MS890, Dave looks forward to
encouraging and supporting each student to succeed and
to accomplish their goals.
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men's health

Cassandra Ricca is proud to be a Special Education
Literacy teacher at M.S. 890. Ms. Ricca, who is a Long
Island native, graduated from Adelphi University with
her bachelor's degree in English & Creative Writing and
master's degree in Special Education. She has also
obtained an Advanced Certificate in Teaching English
to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) through Mercy
College. Prior to beginning her journey as a middle
school teacher in Brooklyn, Cassandra has had
experience teaching in both New York City and Long
Island schools at the primary and secondary levels. Ms.
Ricca is eager to work with all students, inspiring them
to become curious, lifelong learners. In her spare time,
she enjoys travel, poetry, and the performing arts.

On November 27th, MS 890 raised
over $100 to support cancer
awareness for men's health and
cancer. Students donated $1 to
purchase a moustache for
"Movember". Proceeds will go to the
American Cancer Society. Thank you
to all who participated!
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CURRICULUM AT A GLANCE
MATH
7th Grade Math has begun to represent
various scenarios with alegebraic
equations and inequalities. By doing so we
can solve them to get a solution to a
problem. As we continue to use algebraic
equations and inequalities to represent
relationships between quantities we will
explore how this method can be used to
make decisions in real-world scenarios.
After learning how to solve linear
equations, the 8th grade is now working
on graphing linear equations. We began
by exploring the concept of slope, and how
it is related to unit rate. Students are
learning how to find the slope of a line,
how to write the equation of a line, and
how to graph a line from its equation.
These skills will help students to analyze
real-world concepts that can be
represented by a linear relationship, such
as the amount of money in a bank account
or the distance traveled in a given amount
of time.

SCIENCE
6th graders are learning about temperature
and thermal energy. They are investigating
the difference in molecules when something
heats up or cools down and how energy
transfers between objects. Students are also
completing a project where they design
their own hot or cold pack.
7th grade students gain a deeper
understanding of metabolism and how we
use molecules such as glucose and oxygen to
produce energy. Students are then
presented with a scenario which allows
them to synthesize their knowledge on
cellular respiration and apply it to athletic
performance. As medical students, they
have been called upon to investigate the
claim that the athlete increased his cellular
respiration, and hence his performance,
through the banned practice of blood
doping. They will need to determine if the
athlete improved his performance through
legal training techniques that naturally
increased his body’s capacity for cellular
respiration, or through the illegal practice
of blood doping.
8th grade science is currently wrapping up
its second unit on forces and motion.
Students learned about the various forces
that play a role in our everyday lives and
designed a project that connects each force
to a sport of their choosing. Students will
soon enter the magnetic fields unit where
they will learn about magnetic fields by
acting as scientists for NASA during a space
craft launch that did not go according to
plan due to the effect of magnetic fields.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

SOCIAL STUDIES

6th grade ELA is currently well into our
study of The Lightning Thief and its
connections to Greek mythology. In the
coming weeks, students will begin
learning about the classical Hero's
Journey and apply this knowledge to
write a formal literary analysis essay
connecting the novel to secondary
informational readings.

6th graders are currently making a
historical exhibit about the Neolithic
Revolution. Students have been
researching Paleolithic life, early
agriculture, and will be making replica
stone tools. As communities became
more sedentary they began to develop
and become more complex. In December
we will be categorizing the elements that
constitute ancient and modern
civilization.

7th grade students have started reading
The Outsiders in ELA. Within the unit,
students will focus on themes around
reputation, identity, and growing up.
Also, throughout the novel, students will
be able to identify and define more
complex elements of fiction and
literature; such as, symbolism, character
foil, and theme. At the end of the novel,
students will be writing a compare and
contrast essay on two characters from the
story. After reading The Outsiders and
studying character foil, students will be
asked to write a compare and contrast
essay where they will analyze the
relationship of two of the characters and
examine the similarities and differences
between them. Compare and contrast
essays often appear on the 7th grade ELA
state exam; this assignment will teach
students skills that they can use when
taking the test in March and throughout
their essay writing career.
8th grade students are beginning the
novel To Kill a Mockingbird. Students
will perform a close reading of the text,
and upon completion of the reading, will
watch the film version. As a final task,
students will form groups to create a
Readers Theater montage based on key
quotes from the text, and write an
associated commentary to explain how
and why their script remains true to but
also veers from the original text.

HEALTH AND P.E.
Physical Education students are creating
their own PE games. They will than have
the opportunity to be the teacher and
theach their peers how to play the games
that hey have invented. This month as
well students will be using math stratgies
to graph their heart rates during different
physical activities.

BLENDED LEARNING
In Blended Learning, students are
beginning to create Infographics on the
articles they are reading. They are
learning about GoogleSlides to create
visual presentations that they will be
presenting to each other in the class.
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7th Graders have just finished their mock
trial on The People V. Christopher
Columbus. We are currently moving into
Unit 2 The Road to Independence,
focusing on the sequence of events that
led to the colonies declaring
independence from Great Britain. We
will analyze how the colonists, African
Americans, and Native Americans choose
sides during the Revolutionary War, and
how specific individuals, battles, and
geography shaped the outcome of the
War. Students will also dive into the role
that New York City played in the
Revolutionary War.
Eighth grade is continuing to examine
how people places and technology shape
a growing nation. They are currently
conducting a short research project on
Robber Barons and Captains of Industry,
and how they shaped the economic and
political landscape of the country. The
coming weeks we will discuss the effects
of how these business practices helped
shape the state of the country;
economically, politically, and socially.

SPANISH LANGUAGE
Students are just beginning a unit on
describing themselves and others. We
are beginning by familiarizing ourselves
with language around describing height,
size, hair color, and eye color and will
be moving into vocabulary for
describing personalities. Students will
be using this vocabulary to describe
themselves, celebrities, and artwork by
Hispanic artists.

CHOIR STUDIO
Choir members are working on their
music for the 3rd annual Winter Unity
Concert on December 10th! Showtimes
are at 1:30pm and 6:30pm. They will be
performing two complex, filled with
harmony pieces. We hope to see you
there!

CURRICULUM AT A GLANCE
VISUAL ART

MUSICAL HISTORY

Students in 7th Grade Visual Art just
finished thir unit on drawing from
observation, where they closely observed
forms to create an original still life using
various drawing media. Now, they are
embarking on their second unit of study:
the mixed media process known as
collage. During this unit they will
experiment with color and texture to
create a work of art that explores their
own identity.

The sixth grade Musical History students
are constructing composite characters
based on the real-life historical events of
the New York City Newsboy Strike of
1899. The character backgrounds that
they have been designing will be used to
inform their performance of a number
that they will be showcasing from the
musical, "Newsies" which they will
perform at the MS 890 Winter Unity
Concert in December. Using the lens of
social justice to investigate these events
allows these students to demonstrate
empathy, perspective, collaboration,
ensemble work and camaraderie.
Together these students are using their
skills to "Seize the Day"!

MUSIC
“Summertime and the livin’ is easy!”
Students in General Music are deep into
studying the song “Summertime” by
George Gershwin, originally from the
opera Porgy and Bess, which is #6 on
The 10 Most Covered Songs in History.
They will look closely at the sensory
details in “Summertime” and write a
“Wintertime” poem based on it. They
will follow this by studying “Cry Me A
River” by Arthur Hamilton. Students
will also be preparing for a vocal
techniques/qualities writing assessment
on Ella Fitzgerald’s voice. Students will
hear Ella sing the songs we are studying
and get to know her iconic jazz vocals!

THEATER
Whose line is it, anyway? 8th Grade
Theatre students have begun their
Improvisation unit. Thus far, actors have
learned the first two rules of
improvisation: trusting yourself, and
accepting all offers. Students have been
enhancing their ability to trust their
ideas, think quickly, and accept and
build on others' ideas through a variety
of whole-group and small-group
improvisation activities. Students have
also improved on their ability to give self
and peer feedback, offering suggestions
to help one another improve at their
ability to tell stories and act out
unplanned scenarios on the spot.

MANDARIN CHINESE
Mandarin students have just completed
their second unit, "Numbers, Dates, and
Times," where students learned to speak,
read, and understand numbers from 099, how to have conversations about
dates and time. Mandarin students have
just begun their third unit, "Family and
Friends," where students are learning
both how to describe family members
and relationships, but also learn about
how Chinese cultures conceptualize
family.

RETELLING HISTORY
In Retelling History (Musically!),
students are currently preparing for
their debut performance in the Winter
Unity Concert on December 10th, where
they will sing "Something's Coming"
from West Side Story. Retelling History
students also continue to study West
Side Story through video analysis and
theatrical exercises, such as writing and
delivering speeches that the musical's
characters might say or turning a
musical number into a scene and
performing it. All of this will serve them
in creating a mini-musical for their final
project later in the year.

MUSICA MUNDIAL

NUMBERS GAME

As we culminate our Unit on "La
Cerentola(Cinderella), students are
preparing to write their own fairy tales,
which will be shared with the class, in
the style of oral tradition. They will use
instruments they have been creating
since the beginning of the year to
portray different characters from their
fairytales, to help bring their stories to
life.

Numbers Game SPARK students are currently
working on the 2nd edition of the MS890
Sports Report! Our second edition is focused
on the concept of correlation. Students are
investigating whether there is a correlation
between two sports metrics of their choice: for
example, "height" and "points scored" by a
basketball player. After collecting data,
students will plot their data in order to
determine whether the metrics have a positive
correlation, negative correlation, or no
relationship at all. We look forward to
releasing the newsletter before Winter Break!
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LIVING CITIES: URBAN
ECOLOGY
In order to learn more about waste, 6th
grade students completed a project that
investigated variables that affect
decomposition of food waste (a banana
peel). Now, they are working on
designing posters to educate MS890
about why recycling is important and
how to recycle. After exploring our local
watershed, 8th grade students are now
creating projects that could be done with
elementary students to improve the
overall watershed health for our
community.

ROBOTICS
6th Grade Robotics has been exploring
the use of sensors when programming
their robot. We have explored real-world
scenarios where robots use sesnsors to
solve problems, such has a Roomba or
the robots used in Space. 7th Grade
Robotics has just begun programming
and learning the basic syntax of the C
coding lanugage which is the basis for
most computer programming languages.

FOOD SCIENCE
7th grade unit explores how our food—
from plants to animal products to
seafood—is grown, harvested, processed,
and distributed. Students will also share
their own cultural practices of food
harvesting and cooking and complete a
culminating project which involves the
history of a family recipe, and how this
fits in to the modern food system.
8th grade Students are currently
designing and preparing their
sustainable food projects. For the project
they will create their own dish with as
many sustainable ingredients as
possible. Once they have all designed
their dish they will prepare it and bring
it into class to compete in a cooking
competition where three judges will rate
their dishes and three winners will be
chosen.

ANIMATION PRODUCTION
Now that students have culminated a
study on the origins of animation and
the 6 different types of stop motion,
they have chosen a type of animation to
pursue for their final projects and have
written their own original plot for a
short film. They are now creating sets
and characters to bring their vision to
life. Stay tuned for a chance to see the
wonderful animations they create!

BEYOND THE BOOK
Students are working on collecting
donated books from our school
community to build a book exchange
center within the neighborhood.
Students will be registering a "Little Free
Library" that will be placed outside of
our school in the coming months for our
students and community to use as a book
exchange center. Look for our Little Free
Library outside the front doors soon!

FILM PRODUCTION

highlights from the social
studies fair

In Film Production, students are working
on their Digital Poems. Students have
begun using the online video editor
called ClipChamp. Students have been
introduced to editing techniques such as
cutting clips, adding transitions, and
titles to create a one minute film. The
digital poems students are creating
consist of putting together clips from the
video library and creating a short film
that supports the video footage.

string symphony
Students in Ms. Balsamo's Violin Studio
performed their first ever concerto.
Check them out at our upcoming winter
concert!

MS 890

PARENT ASSOCIATION

Multicultural Thanksgiving Potluck
NOVEMBER 19, 2019
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NOVEMBER 8TH

CALLED TO
SERVE
Connecting with US Veterans in the
Classroom. Thank you for your
service!

HOT LUNCH, HOT BOOKS

highlights from the social
Thursday November 7 kicked off our Hot Lunch Hot Books author
talk series. Graphic novelist Wendy Xu shared
with students
a bit
studies
fair
from her recently published work Mooncakes, taught drawing
skills that help students sequence comic panels to better convey
time, and also shared with students how to pursue a career in
comics.
If you know any others who might be interested in visiting for our First
Thursdays please let Mr. Sixta know.

OPEN HOUSE
HIGHLIGHTS
10/30/19
MS 890

NOVEMBER 19, 2019
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929-397-9200
www.ms890.org

