
EIGHT 9 ZERO
M I D D L E  S C H O O L  8 9 0 ' S  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

HAPPY FALL!
The start of the 2019 - 2020 school year has been jam packed with activities and
events. We are thankful to all of the members of the school community who have
helped us get off to a great start, including teachers, parents and support staff.
 

At MS 890, we are working hard to ensure our students are successful in every
way - academically, socially and emotionally. Students' learning is impacted by
many factors, and we focus on educating the whole child. That is why our creative
programming, advisory classes, and small school environment helps us get to
know each student on an individual level so we can best support their growth.
We look to families as partners in student learning, and we can use your help to
make sure students are realizing their full potential. As the days get shorter, we
need your help now more than ever to ensure students get to school on time
(classes begin at 8:40 AM).  Ask your child how they are doing in their classes and
if they are struggling in a certain area. Reach out to Ms. Lopez or myself with any
questions or to help direct you to the correct person. 
 

Thank you as always for helping to make MS 890 a fun and safe place to learn!

Nicholas Frangella, Principal
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ELA and Math Fall Benchmark Exams - Week
of 10/28 

 
MS 890 Open House - 10/30

 
Election Day (No School for Students) - 11/5 

 
Parent Teacher Conferences and Report Card
Distribution (12:00 PM Dismissal for all
students, no after-school program) - 11/6

 
Veteran's Day (No School) - 11/11

 
School Leadership Meeting - 11/12

 
Town Hall Safety Meeting - 11/18

 
Picture Day - 11/20

 
Thanksgiving (No School) - 11/28 and 11/29

 

UPCOMING DATES
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M S  8 9 0  S U P P O R T S

breast cancer awareness
On October 16th, MS 890 staff and students 
 wore pink and donated to help support the

cause of finding a cure for  breast cancer. The
school community raised over  $130, which

will be donated to the American Cancer
Society to help fund research efforts. 

staff of the month
Tricia LoConte

 Tricia graduated with a business

degree and worked on Wall Street for

10+years. She then went on to raise her

3 children and got back into the work

force working as a school aide, where

she has been for the past 4 years. 

Tricia loves spending her time with her

family and friends and enjoys

attending her children’s numerous

sports activities, reading, biking and

spending her summers at the beach in

the Rockaways!

SCHOOL  AIDE

Jennifer Czirr

 Miss Czirr is entering her seventh year as a teacher.

She is dual certified in general and special education.

After graduating from Hunter College, she pursued

her Masters degree in public administration with a

concentration in educational and urban youth policy.

Upon completion, Miss Czirr went on to receive a

Masters in Education from Pace University, with a

focus on students with disabilities. She has been

trained and/or certified in positive behavior

interventions and supports, teaching students with

autism, teaching English language learners,

therapeutic crisis interventions, and numerous

writing programs 

SPECIAL  EDUCATION ,  MATH
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Hispanic Heritage Celebration
 

Dia de la Herencia Hispana
O C T O B E R  8 T H  2 0 1 9
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BROOKLYN
BOTANIC
GARDENS
6T H  G R A D E  F I E L D  T R I P

H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E

Students learned about  d ifferent

cl imate b iomes as part  of  their  1st

interdiscip l inary  unit .  



O C T O B E R  2 0 1 9

C U R R I C U L U M  A T  A  G L A N C E

7th Grade Math classes are currently on
Unit 2; which is all about algebraic
expressions and equations. We are

exploring how to simplify algebraic
expressions by combining like terms,

applying the distributive property, and
solving equations using the properties

of equality, including rational numbers.
Students will use these skills to
represent and solve real-world

scenarios.

MATH

6th Grade Science just started Unit 2:
Thermal Energy.  In this unit, students

will attempt to answer the question:
Why do things change temperature? 

 They will explore the molecular
relationship between temperature and

energy through investigations,
simulations, virtual labs, game-based
activities and readings.  This unit will
help students understand how heating

systems work, why things heat up or
cool down, and the difference between

temperature and heat.
 

in 7th grade, students pretend to be
medical school interns, and their goal is

to diagnose a patient named Elisa.
Students learn about Elisa's symptoms
and her eating and sleeping habits, as

they gather evidence to reach a
diagnosis. Students learn that the

body’s systems take in, break down, and
deliver molecules to the cells, adding to

their understanding of metabolism.
They are introduced to the three main
body systems involved in metabolism:

the digestive, respiratory, and
circulatory systems. Through working

with virtual labs, simulations, game
based activities, hands-on models, and

reading, students learn that starches
and proteins are broken down into

glucose and amino acids in the digestive
system, while oxygen comes in through

the respiratory system. They will also
understand that the circulatory system
transports these molecules to the cells.

Students read one of four articles
describing possible conditions their

patient might have. By the end of the
chapter, students will focus on

supporting claims about their patient’s
condition.

SCIENCE

Students in 6th grade ELA are working on
a class study of the novel Seedfolks by

Paul Fleischman. Our essential question
for this book study is "can one person

make an impact on a community?"
Students will use close-reading strategies

and character organizers to make real-
world connections between the book and
what they learned at the Botanic Garden.
As we finish this unit, we will transition
into a longer unit in which we will read

The Lightning Thief and study Greek
mythology in the context of English

literature.
7th grade will begin a research project on
the life of a refugee. Students will begin

by exploring multiple stories of refugees
today, and will choose one story that
inspires them to research and share.

Students will learn researching skills,
such as using credible online sources to
find their material as well as how to cite

information from those sources. Students
will plan and organize a slide show on

Google Slides to then present to
classmates, which will tell the story of

their chosen refugee. This project will be
a challenging and eye-opening

experiences for some students as these
stories are true, relevant, and timely.

 
8th grade students are completing the
collection of poems/novel, "Inside Out
and Back Again."  Students have been
strengthening their skills in selecting

relevant evidence and exploring themes. 
 Students have read a wide collection of

informational texts regarding the
Vietnam War, and the refugee experience.  
While building background information,

students also made connections to the
novel, by identifying common themes
across texts.  In November 8th graders

will draft / publish an informational text
on the refugee experience and begin a

close study of the novel, To Kill a
Mockingbird.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Students in 8th grade health will be
studying the affects of Tobacco, Alochol

and other substances on the human
body.Physical Education students are

creating their own PE games. They will
than have the opportunity to be the

teacher and theach their peers how to play
the games that hey have invented. This

month as well students will be using math
stratgies to graph their heart rates during

different physical activities.

HEALTH AND P.E.

Eigth grade social studies classes have
been doing great work around the first

and second waves of immigration,
including; journey, feelings, factors for
immigrating, and the view of nativists
towards immigrants. They have made

connections to present day immigration
to support the work they have been
doing. Students are creating digital

scrapbooks with four different tasks
written from the viewpoint of a fictional
immigrant family. This project will help
students to further hone their skills on

constructing research and working
together as a team to meet deadlines.

 

SOCIAL STUDIES

Students have been practicing
greetings and introductions through
reading short stories, creating their

own comics, engaging in speed chats
and participating in Gimkit

competitions. We are moving into
exchanging information around likes

and preferences.

SPANISH LANGUAGE

Students have been using Achieve 3000
to support their skills in ELA. Students
have gone over using Conext clues and
thinking aboout the main idea of a text

in the last few weeks. In the coming
weeks students will be logging on to

Mathletics for the first time this year.

BLENDED LEARNING

Students in General Music have just
finished their study of the two Beatles

songs on The 10 Most Covered Song List
by writing a letter to Sir Paul

McCartney himself and expressing what
they like about his songs “Blackbird”
and “And I Love Her” using musical

language and details.  Next, students
will embark on studying two new songs

on the 10 Most Covered Songs in
History list that will introduce them to
the genres of opera and jazz.  Students

will also take part in a music theory
study of dynamics in music.

 

MUSIC

Choir members are working on their
music for the 3rd annual Winter Unity

Concert! They are concentrating on
coming together as a musical ensemble
and singing in two part harmony in our

groups named by student request: "Blue"
and "Red."

CHOIR STUDIO
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C U R R I C U L U M  A T  A  G L A N C E

8th Grade Theatre students have been
been working on building ensemble
skills including communication, eye

contact, focus, collaboration, as well as
basic physical and vocal performance

skills including committing to imaginary
circumstances, tableau, vocal projection
and enunciation. They are currently in

the midst of applying these skills to their
first major project, titled "Taking a

Stand" in which they are collaborating
with peers to create and present a short
scene that motivates audiences to take a

stand on an issue that the creators are
passionate about.

THEATER

Students have been reading different
versions of Cinderella from different

parts of the World. In the coming weeks
student's will be watching

Cenerentola(Cinderella) the opera, and
making comparisons between the

different versions of the story. They will
be analyzing the music, and how it is

used to portray, and enhance different
elements in the story. Once we are

finished with the opera, students will be
asked to create their own fairytale. At

the end of November students will have
the opportunity to start creating digital
music for their fairy tale using Garage

Band. The goal is for students to be able
to make connections between literature,

culture and music.

MUSICA MUNDIAL

Students have been learning basic music
theory, and working on beginner

melodies on all four strings. In the
coming weeks we will be focusing on

note reading, and also on learning
performance etiquette, which will
prepare them for this years Unity

Concert . As a summative assesment
students will be asked to dress in

professional attire, and perform Hot
Cross Buns while demonstrating the
proper posture, and bow hold for the

class.

VIOLIN STUDIO

Students have begun learning Salsa on 2
as part of their first unit in Latin Dance.

They are learning the history and origins
of the music & dance. Additionally, they
will listen to specific instruments, learn
the relevance to timing and musicality,

to support their mastery of various
dance patterns both individually and in
partnerwork. The students will end this
unit with a personalized choreographed

piece created within their groups to
reflect each of the learned dance

patterns.

LATIN DANCE STUDIO

Junior Journalists meet weekly to explore
creative forms of writing.  Students have
researched a variety of topics, and have
experimented with different methods of
writing creative texts.  As October comes
to a close, students have selected an area

of focus which they will research and
publish by the end of December.

JOURNALISM

Places, everyone! Musical History is
preparing for their first upcoming

performance! We will be implementing
the skills that we have been practicing so

far this year to carry us through the
rehearsal process as we learn a number
from the musical, 'Newsies'. Ensemble

building, tableau creation, constructive
feedback and focused warm-ups will

serve us as we prepare to take our class
to the next level!

MUSICAL HISTORY

Mandarin students have just completed
their first unit on greetings and

introductions in Mandarin Chinese. In
this unit, students learned to speak,

read, and understand culturally
appropriate greetings, phrases of

introduction and goodbyes. At the
conclusion of the unit, students created
and presented  dialogues with a partner

to the class. We have just started our
second unit, "Numbers, Dates, and

Times" in which students are learning to
read, recognize, and speak  numbers
from zero to ninety-nine in Chinese.

Next, students will learn dates, month,
year, and the days of the week, and how

to ask and respond to questions about
holidays, dates, and time.

MANDARIN CHINESE

Students are currently learning about
waste in New York City.  They are

investigating where our waste goes, the
difference between trash, recycling and

compost, and the potential
environmental hazards of landfills. 

 They will be making model landfills to
broaden their understanding.  Finally,

students will support the school by
spearheading a recycling and

composting campaign in order to
educate their peers.

LIVING CITIES: URBAN
ECOLOGY

In Retelling History (Musically!),
students are just finishing up a lyric

analysis project on the song
"Something's Coming" from West Side
Story. Students explored the deepest

meaning of the song and possible stage
choreography for the number to help

shape their performance for the winter
concert! Moving forward, students will

continue to analyze elements of West
Side Story in order to learn what truly
makes a good musical. Later in the fall,

they will use this knowledge to start
creating their own mini musicals!

RETELLING HISTORY

Advisory has a theme each month, but
the intent is that each grade will build on
the last year. The students are finishing

their September/October project and
lessons on learning about themselves in

the context of the school and greater
community.  6th grade completed family

trees to teach their peers about
themselves, 7th grade created culture
maps to show different customs and

norms in their home community, and
8th grade has been creating different

projects to give back to the whole school
community. 

 
October is bully prevention month and

we have continued to encourage students
to think of the phrase "upstander instead
of bystander" when referencing bullying

scenarios. Looking towards November
students have transitioned to learning
about healthy relationships, creating
boundaries, and conflict resolution.

ADVISORY
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highlights    from the social        
studies fair

GROWN UPS AND DONUTS
 

We welcomed parents and family members at the start of the school year. We
enjoyed breakfast and learning together!

DENTAL CLINIC
THROUGHOUT  SPETEMBER  AND  OCTOBER ,

STUDENTS  RECEIVED  DENTAL  SERVICES

FREE  OF  CHARGE  AT  THE  SCHOOL

THROUGH  A  PARTNERSHIP  WITH  SMILE  NY .

THANKS  TO  MS .  LOPEZ  FOR  HELPING  TO

ORGANIZE  THESE  SERVICES  FOR  OUR

STUDENTS .

MS  890



 929-397-9200
www.ms890.org


