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College Access Trips - 1/28 thru 1/30

Saturday Academy Session 2 - Feb 8th

Smile NY Visits MS 890 - Feb 14th 

Black History Field Trips - week of 2/10

SLT meeting - Feb 11th @ 4:30

MS 890 Visual Art Fair - Feb 11th @ 6 PM

Fiesta de los Corazones - Feb 13th @ 3 - 4 PM

100th Day of School - Feb 14th 

NO SCHOOL Winter Recess - 2/15 - 2/23 

ELA and Math Benchmark 3 Exams - Week of
Feb 24th 

Black History month Celebration - Feb 26th 

Literacy and Social Studies Night - Feb 27th @
4:30 PM

Saturday Academy Session 3 - Feb 29th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES

Dear MS 890 Family,
 

During the month of January, we continued our focus of connecting students'
learning in the classroom with the world outside of it. Thanks to the planning and
guidance of Ms. Turner, we hosted the second annual Forum on Civil Rights for
our 7th grade, as well as religious site visits related to the 6th grade social studies
curriculum. 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. is credited with saying "Human progress is neither
automatic nor inevitable. Every step toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice,
suffering, and struggle; the tireless exertions and passionate concern of
dedicated individuals." I would like to thank all of the members of our school
community who passionately dedicate themselves each day to building the
excellence of all of our students. 
   
 

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  8 9 0 ' S  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE

Nicholas Frangella, Principal
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M S  8 9 0  
spelling bee champs

On December 11th , MS 890 held the school-wide spelling bee. The
bee was made possible by a donation from the MS 890 Parent

Association. Students Isaiah Harrison (8th grade), Grayson
Courtney (7th grade) and George  Crawford (6th grade), went on to
the Brooklyn South District Spelling bee on January 14th.  Congrats

to George who advanced to the next round and will represent MS
890 in the citywide spelling bee!

staff of the month
Daniel Golembe

 Daniel Golembe is the Science Special Education

teacher. Daniel received a Bachelors of Science and a

Masters of Science in Microbiology from Wagner

College. During his masters program, Daniel worked

with college students with disabilities to make sure

their learning accommodations were being met.

Daniel began his career as a microbiologist before

deciding to pursue his passion of education. Daniel

was accepted into the NYC Teaching Fellows where he

began his second masters from Brooklyn College in

Special Education. Daniel taught at Mark Twain IS239

in Coney Island for three years. 

SPECIAL  EDUCATION ,  SCIENCE

Sarah Gerard

Ms. Sarah Gerard is a recent graduate of Brooklyn

College where she obtained her bachelors degree in

Childhood Education with a concentration of

Psychology. She has previous experience working in

a preschool. However, she genuinely enjoys working

with students of all ages motivating them to reach

their full potential academically and help build and

shape their foundation for the future. She hopes to

continue on in obtaining her masters and fulfill her

dream of becoming a teacher.

PARAPROFESSIONAL

breakdancing club
S P O T L I G H T  O N  

Students are busting moves in our breakdancing club, which takes
place on Friday afternoons. The club hopes to put on a showcase

performance at the end of the year. Students interested in signing up
should see Mr. Frangella.
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C U R R I C U L U M  A T  A  G L A N C E

7th Grade Math will continue to work with
proportional relationships, but move on to

percentages. Students will learn and explore
how to calculate discounts, mark-ups, mark-
downs, commission, and simple interest. We
will also explore how percentages are used in

our real-life and how they can be a driving
force in statistics. In 8th grade math,

students will be exploring functions and how
they can be used to make real-world

decisions. Students will specifically focus on
linear functions to represent relationships

between two quantities and use that
relationship to make predictions.

MATH
In 6th grade ELA we have spent the last two

weeks becoming experts on reading short
informational texts to answer questions

thoroughly. Students have practiced good
annotation and re-reading skills. In the

coming weeks, we will be wrapping up our
unit on mythology as we begin to work on

The Hero Project: a thematic essay in which
students will analyze a legendary character
of their choosing from various mythologies

from around the world.
 

7th graders are beginning to read and
perform the play, Twelve Angry Men in ELA

class. The class will discuss themes about
prejudice, truth, and the justice system

while analyzing the claims and evidence
made by the jurors. Students have

volunteered to play a role in the classic play
and will learn how to read stage directions
and how to act those directions out in their

character. By the end of the play, the
students will be asked to decide whether the

defendant is guilty or not guilty based on
the evidence found within the case. 

 
 8th Grade ELA students are completing the

novel To Kill a Mockingbird.  As students
read the text, they are analyzing each

chapter by creating Narrative Arcs to closely
examine the climax in each chapter, and

how it connects to various themes from the
novel.  In Feb. students will perform a

Readers Theater montage based on key
quotes from the text, and write an

associated commentary to explain how and
why their script remains true to but also

veers from the original text.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
7th Graders are moving into Unit 3 A New

Nation. Students will research the
historical context within which the U.S.
Constitution was written to develop an
understanding of how and why the U.S.

Constitution is constantly challenged and
reinterpreted. We will identify the rights

and responsibilities that are guaranteed by
the U.S. Constitution, and analyze the role
and contributions of the Founding Fathers

to the early development of the United
States government. Students will also

investigate the three branches of
government and compare, contrast,

critique, and express their opinions about
laws and public policy. 

 
Eighth grade just completed an info-

graphic project with presentation on a
person or policy from the Progressive Era.

We will now be moving into the
imperialistic tactics of the United States
and the rise to becoming a world power.
Students will figure out to what degree a

nation should involve itself in the affairs of
other nations by mastering their reading

and writing skills.

SOCIAL STUDIES

This month students are being introduced
to a new format for the class. Blended

Learning sessions will be broken up into
focused sessions between continuing the

work they have been doing on
Achieve3000 and small group instruction

to support them for the upcoming state
exams. Sixth grade will focus on State
exams skills such as comprehension,
vocabulary, and making inferences.

Seventh has begun being intorduced to
the format for ther Specialized High

Schools Admission Test. Students wil
alternate between ELA and Math prep

each week

BLENDED LEARNING

Choir members are currently competing
in a choir competition between all grades

to see who can win the singing solfege
game Poison five times for various

prizes. Each choir gets one chance to play
the game each rehearsal. Choir members

have also started learning their Spring
Concert repertoire with "Ribbons in the

Sky" by Andy Beck.

CHOIR STUDIO

 6th grade students are studying ecosystems in
order to better understand how disrupting an

ecosystem can change the animals and plants.  
They will investigate the effects of natural
disasters such as a wildfire.  They will also
consider how energy flows in an ecosystem

through food webs.  In addition, students are
working on learning about scientific

investigations by starting their science fair
projects.

 
In 7th grade, students take on the role of

chemists to solve mysteries that can only be
solved with an understanding of fundamental

chemical principles. The first mystery is a
fictional yet realistic scenario in which a

reddish-brown substance is coming out of the
water pipes in a neighborhood that gets its

water from a well. Students apply their
growing knowledge of properties and atomic

composition, and chemical reactions to
determine the mystery substance in the water.

In this unit, students can clearly see how
chemistry is relevant to solving real-world

problems. 
 

In the Traits and Reproduction unit, 8th grade
students take on the role of student genetic
researchers, working with the fictional bio-

engineering firm, Bay Medical Company. Bay
Medical Company is attempting to breed

spiders with the type of silk that can be used
for medical applications (e.g., to create
artificial tendons). The student genetic

researchers are faced with the challenge of
explaining how the silk flexibility traits of

closely related spiders can vary, which serves
as the anchor phenomenon for the unit. To

explain this mystery, students create physical
models, read articles, and observe genetics in

action, using the Traits and Reproduction
Simulation.

SCIENCE

6th Graders have recently been introduced
to the world of Señor Wooly with the with

the music video "Guapo". They have just
set up their Señor Wooly accounts and are

learning how to navigate the site and
complete "nuggets" or levels as a fun way

to practice listening and reading in
Spanish. 7th and 8th Graders are finishing
up Señor Wooly's sequel to "Guapo" titled

"La confesión de Victor". They have just
completed related storyboards that they

will use to plan out an audiovisual
presentation in Adobe Spark.

SPANISH LANGUAGE

Students are learning about the New York
City watershed and investigating the

importance of clean water for humans. 8th
graders are currently partnering with the

Elementary school to seed, grow, and
eventually eat different plants from our

hydroponic system.

LIVING CITIES: URBAN
ECOLOGY

The 7th grade artists just finished their unit
on Collage, where they explored different
collage techniques and created beautiful
symbolic self-portraits to explore their

own identities through art. Now they are
beginning their watercolor painting unit,
which will focus on a deep exploration of

color theory, which are the guidelines
artists follow to achieve visual effects

through color-mixing and color schemes.
They will culminate their study of painting

with a project to honor Black History
Month.

VISUAL ART
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C U R R I C U L U M  A T  A  G L A N C E

Theatre students have just completed their
Improvisation unit, demonstrating their
ability to think quickly, accept and build
upon improvisational offers, and make

strong, detailed offers throughout a variety
of improvisation activities. Theatre

students are now embarking on their
ability to stage a scene using the building

blocks of blocking -- stage directions!
Students have learned to identify and

locate all 9 parts of the stage, and are now
working on their scene analysis skills to
identify how stage movement can help

bring a scene to life.

THEATER

This month  students have been writing
and  recording their own narrated

fairytales, and layering  them with sound
effects to make the stories come to life. As

they finish up their fairytale projects,
students are beginning to prepare for their

recycled instrument project. We are
learning about the Landfill harmonic a

recycled orchestra from Catuera, Paraguay
, after learning about the lives of these

youth, students will be designing, creating,
and presenting an instrument of their

making to the class.

MUSICA MUNDIAL
Students will learn about careers in food

science, by creating a career profile. In
connection with college awareness day,

students will look into universities which
offer programs related to the field of food
science. Students will also be visiting the
Culinary Institute of America to explore

the gorgeous campus and the growing field
of food industry careers.

8th grade Students are currently designing
and preparing their sustainable food

projects. For the project they will create
their own dish with as many sustainable

ingredients as possible. Once they have all
designed their dish they will prepare it and
bring it into class to compete in a cooking
competition where three judges will rate

their dishes and three winners will be
chosen.

 

FOOD SCIENCE

 

The sixth grade Musical History classes did
an excellent job demonstrating mastery of
ensemble, collaboration and camaraderie
via their show-stopping performance at

our 2019 Winter Unity Concert! The
students performed a show-stopping

number from Newsies:The Musical. We are
preparing to commence our new unit on

improvisation. The students are being
introduced to the tenets of short-form

improvisation, the concept of "Yes, and",
and how thinking on your feet and focusing
in on your fellow performers to succeed as

a troupe are skills that will benefit them for
the rest of their lives. As we build on the

skills that we have learned in our first unit,
we are 'raising the stakes' to venture

forward into 2020!

MUSICAL HISTORY

Mandarin students are currently
completing their third unit, "Family and
Friends." In this unit, students learned to
speak, read, and understand vocabulary

pertaining to describing family members
and friends. Students then created their

own family trees in Mandarin and
presented them to the class, answering

questions in Mandarin about their family
(e.g. How many members are there of your

family?). Students have also learned a
Mandarin song about friends, and are

currently planning a lesson to teach
vocabulary and the song to second grade

students in PS 889.

MANDARIN CHINESE

In Retelling History (Musically!), students
have just completed their case study of
West Side Story as a movie musical and

have learned about staging, emotions, and
that musicals do not always end happily or

the way people want them too.  They will
now embark on a project to create their
first mini-movie musical, which will be

three scenes long, before jumping into their
spring musical case study which has not yet

been revealed.

RETELLING HISTORY

After finishing their mini-research
projects on correlation, students
worked on a project called "The

Coolness Algorithm." The students
picked a sport of interest and created
their own mathematical algorithm to

determine how "cool" a shot or goal is in
the context of a game. The students
then used their algorithm to "rate"
athletes' shots or goals in terms of

coolness.

NUMBERS GAME

Students in General Music are in a deep
study of vocal techniques.  As they continue

learning about the songs on the 10 Most
Covered Song List with “Cry Me A River” by

Arthur Hamilton, they are learning more
about defining vocal sounds in different

voices. Students will soon complete the Ella
Assessment where they analyze Ella

Fitzgerald’s (one of our well-known cover
artist’s and a famous jazz singer's) voice.
Students will also compare Ella’s voice to
another singer’s voice. Students will later
start exploring genres through "Over the
Rainbow" from The Wizard of Oz. Sixth

graders are well on their way to becoming
expert music analyzers!

MUSIC

Students are culminating their study of
stop-motion animation by creating an

original film using the techniques of
claymation, hand-drawn animation and

cut-out animation. Stay tuned for an
opportunity to see the wonderful

animations they create!

ANIMATION PRODUCTION

Students have spent the first and second
marking periods exploring a variety of

artistic media and developing their skills in
drawing, paining, collage ad sculpture.

Now, they are working on a single piece of
art to contribute to our W.O.W. show

("Wonderful Original Work"). They are
creating a diverse range of original art for

this unique, choice art show! Stay tuned for
invitations for the opening of our W.O.W.

exhibit this February!

ART STUDIO
The last week of January we are having all

SPARK's visit a college or program affiliated
with our students' academic interests. Over

three days we will have a grade-wide college
visits in which all students will be out of the
building. Sixth grade will go on 1/28, seventh
grade will go on 1/29 (except 8th grade Food

Science will join them), and eighth will go on
1/30. School visits include: Julliard, Culinary

Institute of American, and Cornell Tech,
among many more. In advisory class, the sixth

grade is doing college projects on CUNY
colleges, the 7th grade is doing projects on

SUNY colleges, and 8th grade is doing projects
on private and out-of-state colleges. In

February we will be doing a whole-school site
visits to different museums that represent

Black History in NYC. Parents are encouraged
to come to any or all of the fieldtrips!

ADVISORY

Violin studio students are currently
focusing on becoming more confident with
basic note reading, and music theory. They

are also learning how to play in small
groups, listening to themselves, and each

other, and playing as a single unit even
though each group has 2 or more players in

it. We are already thinking ahead to our
spring concert, and are in the beginning

stages of preparation for that.

VIOLIN

Film production students have previously worked
on the three phases of a production: planning,

filming, and editing. The first time students
focused on these skills with topics that were

assigned to them. Now, students are developing
their own ideas and turning them into short films.
Students have planned their ideas and will begin

filming in the coming weeks.

FILM PRODUCTION

Students have begun learning the social dance
Bachata as part of their second unit in Latin Dance.

They are learning the history and origins of the music
& dance. Additionally, they will listen to specific

instruments, learn the relevance to timing and
musicality, to support their mastery of various dance

patterns both individually and in partner-work.

LATIN DANCE
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winter unity concert
Students in our blossoming arts program performed various

pieces for our 3rd annual winter concert. Showcased
ensembles include choir ,  musical history, viol in and

theater.

JINGLE

JAM
D E C E M B E R  1 9 T H  2 0 1 9
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highlights    from the social        
studies fair

MS  890

N O V E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 1 9

890 HOOPS
Congratulations to Coach Enny and the Girls Team who
ended preseason undefeated; Coach Sincere and the
Boys also ended strong as well with multiple wins!

FORUM ON
 CIVIL RIGHTS

ON JANUARY 17TH 2020, 7TH GRADE STUDENTS
ENGAGED IN DIALOGUE WITH WITH LEADERS AND
ACTIVISTS WORKING TO ADVANCE CIVIL RIGHTS

IN OUR CITY AND BEYOND. KUDOS TO MS.
TURNER FOR ORGANIZING THE EVENT.

 

890 
 chess 

The MS 890 Chess Team, led by Coach Anthony, had a
winning day at the Chess in the Schools tournament at
PS503K in Sunset Park on December 21, taking home 4
individual medals and a trophy. Thanks to parent Maria
Newsom for her unwavering support of the chess team.
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MS  890

N O V E M B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 1 9

2ND

ANNUAL

GEOGRAPHY

BEE MS890 hosted its second annual National Geographic Geography
Bee on Thursday (1/23). Twenty students matched wits with our
champion Leon Samdani advancing to the State. Over 10,000

schools participated in this year’s Geography
Bee. Congratulations to all of our contestants.

World
Religions

N E I G H B O R H O O D
W A L K I N G  T O U R

1 / 8 / 2 0 2 0

6th grade visited houses of worship of the

major world religions they are studying in

Social Studies - right in our backyard - and

walked away with an appreciation for the

commonalities among them. 
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On January 22nd, zookeepers from the Staten
Island Zoo joined our teachers for STEM night.
Parents and students worked hands on to learn
more about grade level expectations in these

courses. 

 

w/ Mr. Sixta's Urban Ecology 8th grade
Spark class

HYDROPONIC
LAB

scientific exploration in the

S.T.E.M.
@
890

STEM 
NIGHT
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM TRIPS TO LEFRAK
CENTER @ PROSPECT PARK

on the ice

First LEGO Robotics
Competition

1/25/2020
Mr. Fava, Robotics Coach 



 929-397-9200
www.ms890.org

Congrats to Mr. Andress who
recently got married!

Congrats to Mr. Enny who made
it to the Big Apple Teacher

Awards finalists!

Student Cori Ancrum (603)
received Principal's List award
for the 1st marking period. She

was mistakenly given 1st honors. 

 

 

noteworth
y


