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REALIZING STUDENTS’ FULL POTENTIAL

IMPORTANT DATES

“We must reject not only the stereotypes that others have of us but also those
that we have of ourselves.”
- Shirley Chisholm, 1924-2005, US Congresswoman

Dear MS 890 Family,
I hope that the recent Spring recess was
a time for reflection, rejuvenation, and
relaxation with friends and family. The
end of the school year is a busy time,
and we will be extra busy as we welcome
a new cohort of students and staff. If you
would like to volunteer in any capacity
as a liaison for new families, please
reach out to Ms. Lopez for more
information. Additionally, if you know
any qualified teaching candidates who
hold a valid NYS teaching license, please
direct them to send me an email at
nfrangella@schools.nyc.gov. We work
hard to bring the best and brightest to
the MS 890 family, and word of mouth is
often the best form of advertisement!
As we gear up for the math NYS exams, I
will also ask for your help in ensuring our
students are well prepared for these
exams. While these exams are only one

measure of student performance, they
are important in helping to determine
our school’s funding, future enrollment
and instructional planning.

May 1st and 2nd
NY Math State Exams

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
th
Congratulations
to the following
May 7
students
who
were
elected by their
PA Meeting
peers to serve as the leadership of the
School Leadership Team and Parent
Student Council and student body as a
Association
elections
whole:

Issue Date

May 13th – 15th
President: Ttaha
Elbroul
NYSESLAT
Testing

Vice President: Gabriel Ornegri

I would like to thank parents and
families as well for recent participation
in the NYC school survey. This survey is
an important indicator that is used to
determine school effectiveness. We had
close to 75% of families responding to
the survey! Your responses will be used
by the school leadership team moving
forward in setting school policy.

Treasurer:
May
15th Erick Quezada
Staff vs. Students Basketball Game

As always, thank you for your
cooperation. We look forward to seeing
you soon!

May 27th
Memorial Day – No School

Sincerely,

May 28th – 31st
MOSL Exam administration

Nicholas Frangella
Principal

May 29th
Science Fair

May 16th
Parent Teacher Conferences
High School Fair
May 21st
SLT Meeting

Get text updates from MS 890 teachers and staff! We are using Talking Points this year.
Download the app or call Ms. Lopez, parent coordinator for more information. 929-397-9200
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Math Night
On March 21st, we hosted Math Night for students and their families. Activities
included Math Jeopardy, Math Terminology Wheel of Fortune, Fraction Bingo, and a
Math Escape Room. Students had a great time sharing with their parents the math
concepts they were learning in the classroom. Thank you to Ms. Rolon for organizing
this event.

Students of the Month
Congratulations to these stellar scholars who were
recognized for their outstanding achievement as
Students of the Month of April:
Class 119: Kayla Thelismond
Class 601: Dayna Michaud
Class 602: Marcos Mercado
Class 603: Evan Boone
Class 604: Leilani Jones

890 @ NYU Tandon
Students created and shared a lesson on how to model
echolocation with the LEGO Ev3 robot and an ultrasonic sensor.
The presentation was part of a program in partnership with NYU
Tandon School of Engineering titled “Teaching STEM with
Robotics.” Echolocation is a physiological process for locating
distant or invisible objects (such as prey) by means of sound
waves reflected back to the emitter (such as a bat) by the
objects. Students presented the applications of the ultrasonic
sensor in engineering and technology and how we
are integrating robotics with science and math education at MS
890. Thanks to Ms. Ahmed for her hard work in this project.

Class 701: Joey Martinez Flores
Class 702: Kayla Mejia
Class 703: Saoirse Pommer

.

Class 704: Ashley Herrera Garcia

Academic Honors Ceremony
On Wednesday April 10th, students who received academic
honors – including those who earned a spot on 2nd honors, 1st
honors, and Principal’s lists - were recognized at our second
annual awards ceremony. Students also presented what they
learned in various classes, including social studies and Urban
Agriculture.

https: //www.bbg. org/im g/u ploa ds/commu nity/inline/gb_bug.j pg
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Parent Coordinator and
Secretary Recognition – D22
CEC
On Tuesday April 16th, Parent Coordinators and
Secretaries across District 22 were honored at
the Community Education Council Meeting.
Congrats to secretaries Zahira Duran, Jonah
Furman and Parent Coordinator Miguelina
Lopez.
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Performing Arts @ MS 890
Here are some pictures of students jamming with Ms. Ricca and the
Ezra Guitar resident musician as part of our newly added Guitar Studio
on Fridays!

“The Power to Be Me”
th

On April 16 , students in the choir and musical history cohorts
performed in the second annual Spring Concert, titled “The Power to
Be Me”. Students performed to a full house. Thank you to Ms. Russo
for her dedication to our students and the music program.

ZUMBA!
The Parent Association has organized several Saturday morning Zumba
classes. Look out for the next session date and time!

Art Team
Members of our Art Team work on a weekly
basis with students in collocated elementary
school PS 889. The Art Team is also currently
working on a mural project in the school
library, as well as the set for the upcoming
student musical Guys and Dolls! Thanks to Ms.
Simone for her hard work facilitating this
activity.
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MAY AT A GLANCE
English Language Arts
In 6th grade, students are continuing our
independent reading unit, analyzing and
discussing their chosen novels in small
groups. In addition, students are reading
excerpts from classic fantasy texts by
authors such Roald Dahl, Lewis Carroll,
and Norton Juster. Students will share
their ideas about these works in blog
posts, poster projects, and by adapting
the excerpts into short plays.
In 7th grade, students will learn about and
explore the genre of dystopian literature.
Students will read dystopian short stories
and analyze the dystopian setting, society,
and lessons learned based on each story.
After being introduced to the elements of
dystopian literature, students will begin
reading Lois Lowry's The Giver. The final
project will be a narrative writing piece
where students will put what they've
learned about dystopian societies to the
test in their own story. The goal in
learning about dystopian literature is to
recognize things that need to be changed
in our current society in order to prevent
potentially terrible events from happening
in our future.

Math
This month in math we have been
exploring statistics and probability. We
will be looking at how we can use data to
make inferences and decisions in the
real-world. This will involve some
scientific writing and using our
mathematical evidence to support our
topic sentences.

Social Studies
In sixth grade, students have been
working with a local architect to study
public spaces and buildings. Over three
weeks students worked as a group to
create a model of an original pavilion
that could foster democracy in the 21st
Century. Each project ended up being a
unique structure that shared the group's
thoughts and ideas.

In 7th grade, students will be studying the
story of the Civil War. Our studies begin
with understanding how the United
States attempted to resolve sectional
conflicts that arose over slavery.
Students will examine the causes of the
Civil War, and learn how enslaved
Africans maintained their humanity in
the face of oppression. As a class we will
research the significance of the Fugitive
Slave Acts and the national response to
their passing. Then our class will turn our
research to the efforts individuals and
groups made that influenced the Civil
War. We will analyze the Strengths and
Weaknesses of the Northern Union and
Southern Confederacy. Students will
dissect the battles, and turning points of
the Civil War. We will end the unit
evaluating whether or not the
Confederate surrender resolved the
sectional conflicts within the United
States.

Music
Rock on, M. S. 890! Students in General
Music will be studying two rock songs
from the 10 Most Covered Songs in
History List. They will explore what rock
is as a genre, as well as various rock
subgenres through the songs on the list
and through journaling selections.
Students will additionally challenge
themselves to create spoken word
poetry at different dynamics and tempos
to convey the meanings of the songs in
their own words.

Musical History
Musical History 6th graders have just
come off of a successful performance at
the Spring Concert: The Power to Be
Me! They have learned how to be
responsible and committed to the
musical numbers they presented while
also portraying the remnants of history
found in their performance of “No Way
To Stop It” from The Sound of Music.
Moving forward, they will complete their

study of The Sound of Music through an
intricate study of the start of World War
II in the film, as well as a comparison of
the film Von Trapp Family versus the
real Von Trapps.

Musical History 2.0
Musical History 7th graders have just
come off of a successful performance at
the Spring Concert: The Power to Be
Me! Not only were they responsible for
performing in three musical numbers,
but select members made their
choreographer debut by collaborating to
choreograph the dance for “Journey to
the Past” seen in the concert! Moving
forward, Musical History students will
continue to be creative and independent
through testing their musical skills
through the creation of choreography,
scene writing and performing, as well as
singing performance while studying
Anastasia.

Robotics
This month in MECS students are
learning to program using sensors in the
ROBOTC language. Students have
various challenges to complete involving
touch sensors, ultrasonic sensors, and
gyro sensors.

LOTE: Spanish
In Spanish class, students have been
learning about the song Guantanamera
and its significance in Cuban culture.
When we come back from the break
students will complete choice projects in
which they showcase their presentational
speaking skills.

LOTE Korean
"In May, students in Korean Studio
(grades 6 and 7) are going on a field trip
to Koreatown in Manhattan! This
opportunity will allow students to
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experience Korean immersion in the
little Korea of NYC and will help us
enhance our current curriculum goals.
Students will be trying different Korean
food at Gammeeok restaurant and will
visit a Korean bookstore and a Korean
market. After the trip, students will
reflect on their visit to complete a group
project on food and cultural studies.

Future Cities
The engineers for the past month have been
studying different types of world
architecture. They designed a blueprint a
first floor of a home in this part of the world.
The blueprint has allowed them to apply the
concept of “scale”. The "scale" is useful in
preparing the students for the Future Cities
competition next year. The engineers are
continuing to 3-D print class specific hall
passes and design their first floor of their
project on TinkerCad.

sites, cuisine, and cultural events that
take place in the neighborhood. After
consideration and research, the students
have decided to focus on and research
about Chinatown and Little Italy.

Blended Learning
In Blended Learning, students will use
the final couple of months to complete
their work on Achieve 3000. They will
complete an article profile using an
article of their choice in a creative
project. Students will create a Google
Slide presentation or create a series of
informative Instagram/Twitter Posts (in
a Google Presentation) about the main
ideas of the articles they choose.
Students will also soon take the end of
year Post Test on Achieve3000
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Latin Dance
Students have just finished watching the
documentary Mad Hot Ballroom. This
documentary exposed students to the
power dance has to supersede culture,
ethnic background, and language
barriers. They were also able to
experience how dance competitions
from schools within the 5 boroughs on
NYC have been successful in helping
transform student's lives in and out of
school. As we enter May, select
choreographed groups will perform their
project in a May show. Students will also
be introduced to the Cuban dance "Cha
Cha". They will learn the history and
origins of the music & dance, and how it
relates to Mambo. Additionally, they will
listen to specific instruments, how they
create the Cha Cha Cha sound and how
it directly connects to the dance pattern.

Visual Art
CHESS
In Chess, students are continually
learning different strategies to capture
different pieces on the chess board. In
addition, students are learning different
variations of chess matches, such as
bughouse and blitz.

Animation Production
In SPARK, sixth grade stop motion
animators will be working hard on their
final claymation projects. Students have
already completed their storyboards,
built their sets, and created their
claymation characters out of modeling
clay. They will spend May and June
filming their animations using the Stop
Motion technique, and finalizing their
films in post-production by adding
voiceovers and opening and closing
credits.

Journalism 2.0
In journalism, students are researching
the culture of a specific neighborhood in
New York City. Students will be
collaborating to make an itinerary in
hopes of giving a tour of that
neighborhood with a focus on historical

7th grade art students have just
completed their recycled sculpture unit, in
which teams of students designed,
contructed and painted an in-the-round
sculpture only using recycled materials
such as cardboard and bottle caps. After
spring break, the budding artists will begin
an exciting new unit that combines
photography, digital art and design.

Health/Physed
6th grade health students will be
beginning a new unit, Puberty. Physical
Education are turning over a new leaf
this spring and starting a Soccer Unit.

Urban Agriculture
Agriculturalists are in the process of
maintaining and replanting our
vegetable plants for 2019 grow season.
Students are monitoring how their
plants mature and when it is necessary
to replant. At the same time, we are
beginning our research project on
tackling environmental issues. Students
will design projects that will address
different environmental problems and
how we can work to fix these issues in
our local area.
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SPIRIT WEEK 2019
Grammy Day

“Twinning” Day

Jersey Day
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Around M.S. 890
Here are some picture highlights from the months of March and April!
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STAFF of the Month
Paige Sassu is the 7th grade English
Language Arts Teacher at MS 890.
She studied education and English
literature at Manhattanville College
where she earned her Bachelors
degree in Secondary Education and
Education as well as her Masters in
Literacy. She moved to Manhattan
five years ago to begin her teaching
career in the Bronx where she taught
both 7th and 8th grade ELA. she has
since moved to Brooklyn.
As a teacher, Paige is looking forward to getting to know her
students and supporting them in all aspects of their growth. In
her free time, Paige enjoys reading, discovering new music, and
spending time with friends and family.

On April 9th, Parents and family
members who participated in the
Cornell Nutrition Workshop received
their certificates of completion. The
program, which lasted 10 weeks, was
designed to help families make healthier
food choices, become more physically
active, and learn to stretch their food
dollars.

Eight 9 Zero
MS 890’s Monthly
Newsletter

21 Hinckley Pl
Brooklyn NY 11218
Ms890.org
929-397-9200

In 2013, Jael Aly began her
career as a group leader in a non
profit after-school program.
Within a year, she exhibited
skills such as creativity and
organization that ultimately led
her to be promoted to a senior
group leader. Ms. Aly worked
alongside teaching staff to
approve and create lesson plans
for her colleagues.
In 2016, she began to work as a paraprofessional in the NYC
Department of Education. Ms. Aly strives to build positive
relationships with both parents and students. She is currently
finishing her bachelor’s degree in disability studies at CUNY
School of Professional Studies.

