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Get text updates from MS 890 teachers and staff! We are using Talking Points this year. Download the app or call 
Ms. Lopez, parent coordinator for more information.  
929-397-9200 

“We exist temporarily through what we take, but we live forever 

through what we give.” – Vernon Jordan, Civil Rights Activist 
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Dear MS 890 Family, 

Despite the recent snow storms, the 
blooming daffodils outside of the school 
building are a sign that Spring is quickly 
approaching and with it, a sense of 
renewal and rejuvenation.  

During the month of March, all schools 
in our district will be participating in 
“March Mathness” to promote 
engagement and excitement around 
mathematics. As part of this initiative, 
we will be hosting a Math Night on 
March 21st immediately following the 
Parent Association Meeting. We will also 
have a math problem of the week 
competition.  

As we gear up for the state exams, I will 
also ask all of your help in ensuring our 
students are well prepared for these 
exams. While these exams are only one 
measure of student performance, they 
are important in helping to determine 
our school’s funding, future enrollment 
and instructional planning. 

 

 

 

 

Parents – it is very important that we 
have full participation and that students 
come to school prepared and on time. 
The New York state English Language 
Arts exam will take place on April 2nd 
and 3rd. If you have any questions, 
please reach out to myself or Ms. Lopez.  

Additionally, we are asking that ALL 
parents or guardians to take the New 
York City School Survey. See the last 
page of the newsletter for the link. We 
will also have hard copies of the surveys 
available during Parent Teachers 
Conferences, March 26th.  

As always, thank you you’re your 
cooperation. We look forward to seeing 
you soon! 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Nicholas Frangella 
Principal 
 

 
 
 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Congratulations to the following 
students who were elected by their 
peers to serve as the leadership of the 
Student Council and student body as a 
whole: 
 
President:  Ttaha Elbroul 
Vice President: Gabriel Ornegri 
Treasurer: Erick Quezada 
 

March 5th and 6th  
ELA and Math Benchmark Exams 
 
March 19th  
SLT Meeting 
 
March 21st  
PA Meeting and Math Night 
School Dental Visit 
 
March 22nd 
Last Day of Marking Period 2 
Student Survey Administration 
 
March 25th  
Women’s History Month 
Presentations 
 
March 26th  
Parent Teacher Conferences, 12 PM 
Dismissal, No NIA After-school 
 
April 2nd and 3rd 
NYS ELA Exam 
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Congratulations to these stellar scholars who were 
recognized for their outstanding achievement as 
Students of the Month of February: 

Class 119: Rafael Zambrano 

Class 601: Mahir Solaiman  

Class 602: Rose Brown 

Class 603: Grayson Courtney 

Class 604: Elsiemae Rhys 

Class 701: Ayla Espinal 

Class 702: Kayannie Mundle 

Class 703: Zunaira Ibrahim 

Class 704: Qierra Johnson 

 

Musical Celebration of Black History 
On February 7th, 2019 MS 890 students celebrated the historic 
contributions and legacy of African Americans through a 
narrative of black history through song titled "A Legacy of Song", 
with music from The Color Purple, Dream Girls, Selma, 
Hamilton, The Wiz, Sister Act, & Once On This Island. Each song 
in the Black History program is dedicated not only to the men & 
women of color that helped shape & define the landscape of 
America but also the unsung allies whose shoulders we all stand 
upon today. Thank you to Mr. Winborne for organizing and 
planning this event.  

 
 

Cyber Bullying Workshop 

On February 13 we held a Breakfast With The Principal during which we were joined 
by Sgt. Leger Serge, Senior Program Manager for Student Safety Support Division 
of School Climate and Wellness. Sgt. Serge shared important information with 
parents about social media and how to monitor students’ usage of it to prevent 
instances of cyberbullying. Thank you to our parents who attended. We will 
schedule other workshops for parents around this topic in the future.  
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Students of the Month  

Celebrating Students in the Arts 

We are thrilled to announce that 7th grade artist 

Zunaira Ibrahim has been selected to participate in the 
Brooklyn Borough Arts Festival this spring! The festival is 
a celebration of outstanding achievement in the Visual 
and Performing Arts at Brooklyn’s K-12 public 
schools. Her piece, a watercolor painting titled "Father of 
Nation and Friend of God", was chosen to be displayed in 
the 
show  
from 
over  
450  
entries! 
The  
exhibit  
will be 
at the 
Brooklyn 
Children’s 
 Museum starting Monday, May 13. Congratulations, 
Zunaira! We are so proud of you!  
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Wicked! 

On February 12th, some of our 890 families went to see Wicked the 
musical on Broadway. Discount tickets were provided by CEI (Center 

for Educational Innovation).   

 

100
th
 Day of School 

February 13th was the 100th day of school. To 
celebrate, kitchen staff provided three baskets  

of healthy treats to raffle off to students. Thank 
you to kitchen manager and parent Wil Celestin! 

 
 

Performing Arts @ 

890 

Our production of Guys and Dolls Jr. is 
officially underway. Here are some pictures of 

the cast in action!  (courtesy of Ms. Russo) 

 

  
Forum On Religion 

On February 7th, sixth grade students participated in the second annual 
Forum on Civil Religion. Guest panelists included Doyeon Park (Senior 
Affiliate Chaplain at NYU, Buddhism), Afraz Khan (Community Liaison, 
Manhattan Borough President’s Office, Islam), Christian Peele (Executive 
Minister of Institutional Advancement at The Riverside Church, Christianity) 
Sister Mary Ann Ambrose, CSJ (Archdiocese of Brooklyn, Catholicism) and 
Rabbi Heidi Hoover (Beth Shalom v'Emeth Reform Temple, Judaism). Thank 
you to Ms. Turner for hosting and organizing the event.  

 

 



EIGHT   9   ZERO MS 890’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | MARCH  2019       4 

 

 

English Language Arts 

In 6th grade, students are reading texts 
about imagination. The unit includes 
excerpts from classic texts by Lewis 
Carroll and Norton Juster. Students are 
also finishing our class novel, Anything 
But Typical by Nora Raleigh Baskin. As we 
approach the April exams, students are 
also reading and deconstructing 
numerous articles, excerpts, and poems, 
building stamina and developing their 
writing skills. 

After reading argumentative articles and 
deciding whether those arguments were 
strong or weak, students in 7th grade will 
begin writing their own argumentative 
essay on a topic of their choice. In the 
beginning of March, students will research 
the topic and create an argument on that 
topic based on their findings. Students will 
then write an essay supporting their 
argument with sound reasoning, relevant 
evidence from the articles, and by 
addressing the opposing claim. Some 
topic choices are video games, bullying, 
female roles in film, doping in sports, 
technology advancements, culture 
appropriate, and gun violence. 

Math 
This month 7th grade students are now 
taking their knowledge of proportional 
relationships and using it to solve 
problems involving scale. We will 
explore how maps and blueprints use 
scale to represent the actual length in 
distance in real-life. We will explore 
these concepts through an architecture 
project. Additionaly, we will explore the 
famous ratio of pi, through exploration. 
 

Social Studies 
Students are now embarking on Unit 4 
of the 7th grade curriculum. We are 
studying how the United States grew as 
a country. Their studies begin with 
understanding how the United States 
doubled in size through purchasing the 
Louisiana territory from France in 1803, 
and how this purchase provided the 
United States with new valuable trade 
routes. Students are also examining how  

 
Lewis and Clark’s and the Corps of 
Discovery paved the way for exploration 
and settlement of the American West. 
Students will learn that as settlers 
moved west conflicts arose with the 
American Indian tribes who inhabited 
these areas, and their way of life was 
forever changed. Then our class will turn 
our research to the War of 1812 focusing 
on why the United States declared war 
on Great Britain and the outcome of this 
event. Next students will dissect the 
importance of Andrew Jackson and his 
lasting impact on American democracy. 
Students will investigate the Annexation 
of Texas, the Mexican American War and 
the significance of its conclusion through 
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
Students will also analyze the positive 
and negative consequences of America’s 
first Industrial Revolution, and 
challenges the first wave of immigrants 
faced coming to the New World. 
 
 

Science 
In 6th grade, students will finish up the 
unit on ecosystems and biodiversity. The 
culminating project will be a biomimcry 
project where students will research and 
design a protoyope product based on a 
natural phenomena to solve a problem. 
As we wrap up this unit, students will 
think about how humans actions can 
affect the stability of an ecosystem, and 
how changes in biodiversity can affect 
we interact with or use ecosystem 
resources. 
In 7th grade, students will begin a new 
unit on structures of life. In this unit we 
will dive into the characteristics that 
define a living thing. Students will 
investigate the human body starting at 
the most simple level, Cells. This 
information will be built upon by the 
students describing how cells contibute 
to the enitre body by making up organs, 
organ systems, and how these systems 
work together to maintain human life. 
 
 
 

Music 
Students in General Music are about to 
embark on the study of a new songs on 
the 10 Most Covered Songs in History 
List: “Over the Rainbow” by Arlen & 
Harburg . Within the study of this song, 
students will explore the film history of 
The Wizard of Oz and learn about the 
song’s original performer, Judy Garland. 
Students will also begin to take a deeper 
look at musical genres and how to 
identify them through the “Over the 
Rainbow” covers and the end of the unit 
assessment. We will be exploring the 
question: Is there a way to truly identify 
a song under one musical genre? 
 
 

Musical History 
The hills are alive with the sound of 
Musical History! Our 6th Grade students 
are learning about the grandeur and 
majesty of the country of Austria via the 
classic musical, The Sound of Music. 
Students will investigate the characters, 
music, lyircs and narratives of this 
Rodgers and Hammerstein classic. Set in 
Europe at the onset of the second World 
War, our coursewaork will allow us to 
investigate several aspects of this 
chapter of geo-political history as well as 
exploring one of the most iconic and 
beloved musicals of all time. 
 

Musical History 2.0 
Have you heard? There’s a rumor around 
M.S. 890 that Musical History 2.0 is 
studying the musical Anastasia! 
Students are diving into the study of the 
musical’s animated film adaptation that 
started it all, while focusing on historical 
aspects of the Romonav family and their 
fall from power. Students are also 
forming their own opinions around the 
following project based learning 
question: Do you think Anastasia 
actually survived the Russian Revolution 
in real life? In addition, preparation for 
the Spring Concert has begun in order to 
perform a song from Anastasia. 

 

MARCH AT A GLANCE 
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Robotics 
This month students are finishing up 
their VEX Robotics build. We are 
beginning to explore the program 
language C through some small 
activities which they will then apply to 
their robot. Students will be given a set 
of challenges that test their knowledge 
of the basic programming commands. 
 

LOTE: Spanish 
In Spanish class students have been 
working with the Señor Wooly story, 
¿Puedo ir al baño? and learning how to 
express emotions in Spanish. As a 
culminating project, Students will be 
working in groups to create a 
"songologue" adaptation of ¿Puedo ir al 
baño? in which they reimagine the 
musical as a dramatic scene (no singing). 

LOTE Korean 
Students are completing Unit 2: School 
Life and will begin Unit 3, learning 
grammar, vocabulary, and expressions 
related to asking and telling directions in 
Korean. As students practice using 
prepositional words and expressions, 
they will also explore different places in 
Korea to learn about distinctive features 
and cultural practices of each region in 
the country. 

Food Science 
Students will be learning how 
advertising and labelling influences the 
food industry and the choices we make 
about food. Students will be analyzing 
how food companies can use media, 
packaging designs, or hidden prizes to 
sell their products. As a culminating 
project, students will create their own 
food labels for an organic food product 
and assess the fucntionality of their 
designs. 

 

CHESS 
In Chess, students are continually 
learning different strategies to capture 
different pieces on the chess board. In 
addition, students are learning different 
variations of chess matches, such as 
bughouse and blitz. 
 

Journalism 
In Journalism, students are learning to 
format and edit their own work for print 
and online publishing. Students are 
collaborating with one another to 
research and write articles about 
community issues and events. 

Animation Production 
The 6th grade animators are hard at 
work on their final animation projects. 
They developed interesting plots and 
created original characters for their 
animted films. Now, they are bringing 
their team's vision to life by building and 
painting miniature sets and props for 
their film, as well as modeling their 
characters out of claymation clay. Soon, 
they will begin shooting their films using 
the iMotion app. We can't wait to share 
their wonderful work in the spring! 

Journalism 2.0 
In journalism, students are researching 
the culture of a specific neighborhood in 
New York City. Students will be 
collaborating to make an itinerary in 
hopes of giving a tour of that 
neighborhood with a focus on historical 
sites, cuisine, and cultural events that 
take place in the neighborhood. After 
consideration and research, the students 
have decided to focus on and research 
about Chinatown and Little Italy. 

Film Production 
Film Production will be working on 
editing skills. Students will be learning 
about four different types of editing 
techniques: action cuts, jump cuts, 
transitions, and cutaways. They will 
practice using these skills on the footage 
they have filmed as well as other sample 
video footage. Students will also learn 
during editing how to place sound 
effects and titles into their clips. 

Blended Learning 
In Blended learning, students will be 
continuing their ELA support through 
using Achieve3000. Students are 
receiving scaffolds specficif to their 
learning needs. Students will also 
receive a few class sessions of ELA prep 
support before the upcoming State test 
at the beginning of April. 

Visual Art 
Students in 7th grade art are exploring 
the exciting world of sculpture, and 
discovering how to transform 2-
dimensional shapes and lines into 
beautiful 3-dimensional works of art. We 
are going to be using recycled materials 
to create assemblage sculptures to 
develop students' understanding of the 
elements and principals of art, as well as 
promote reuse and recycling in the 
school community. Furthermore, we will 
explore a wide variety of sculptors to 
inspire our own collaborative pieces. 

Health/Physed 

Coming back from mid-winter recess we 
are finishing our unit on Drugs & 
Alcohol in Health. Our next unit will be 
Violence and Injury prevention. 
Educating students on how to protect 
themselves in dangerous scenarios. 
Phyiscal Education is wrapping up 
European Handball. With baseball 
season right around the corner our next 
team sport is baseball/softball.  

Latin Dance 
Upon completion of their Bachata 
choreography projects, students will be 
introduced to the Cuban dance "Cha Cha 
Cha". They will learn the history and 
origins of the music & dance, and how it 
relates to Mambo. Additionally, they will 
listen to specific instruments, how they 
create the Cha Cha Cha sound and how 
it directly connects to the dance pattern. 

Urban Agriculture 

Agriculturalists are beginning their 2019 
grow season. We are now learning how 
to make seed starters and the 
importance of germination in plant 
growing. Students will learn than not all 
seeds germinate the same way. They 
will also monitor how plants mature and 
when it is necessary to replant. At the 
same time, we are continuing our 
research and investigation in climate 
change. Students have designed 
projects and info sessions to deliver to 
different audiences.  
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Sports Medicine 

In sports medicine, students will be 
focusing on heart rate and how it is 
affected by our actions. This will include 
written investigation activites and 
physical activities in the gym for first 
hand experiecne. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Future Cities 

In Future Cities, students are learning 
how to 3-D print objects by creating 
designs using the program TinkerCad. 
Students will be able to use these skills 
in upcoming projects such as 
architectures of the World, and be able 
to create a "scaled" version of world 
architecture by using a created 
blueprint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¡Fiesta De Los Corazones!   
Valentine’s Dance 

 

National History Day  and 
Korean Culture Celebration 

On February 28th, students in the Korean 
studio classes presented a traditional 
Korean song – or Arirang – and drum 

performance to an assembly of our sixth 
grade. Select students also presented their 

national history day projects as well. 
Thank you to Ms. Cho and Mr. Sixta for 

organizing this event. 

 

FIRST LEGO ROBOTICS 
QUALIFIER 

On February 9th, Mr. Fava and the MS 890 
robotics team participated for the first 

time the regional qualifier for the FIRST 
LEGO Robotics league at Marine Park 

Junior High School. Congratulations to our 
students who did an amazing job! 

 

 



EIGHT   9   ZERO MS 890’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | MARCH  2019       7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Around MS 890 
Here are some picture highlights from the month of February! 
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Teacher of the Month 

 

Sumaiya Ahmed serves as the 6th grade science teacher for MS 890. 
She recently earned her Masters of Arts in Teaching from Queens 

College. She also received her Bachelors of Science in Biology at the 
City College of New York. Ms. Ahmed’s passion for teaching started 

when she volunteered as an after-school tutor and mentor for 
Queens Community House and the Adolescent Psychiatric Center for 
Elmhurst Hospital Queens. As an undergraduate student, Ms. Ahmed 

served as an orientation leader and mentor for incoming freshman 
students in Student Affairs. She was also the new student event 
coordinator for the Student Life, Leadership, and Development 

Center, and a biology workshop leader for low income and at-risk 
students in the Searching for Education, Elevation and Knowledge 

(SEEK) program. Through her work and activities, Ms. Ahmed’s focus 
is STEM education, community service, and diversity in academia. 


