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REALIZING STUDENTS’ FULL POTENTIAL

IMPORTANT DATES

""In the midst of winter, I finally learned that there was in me an invincible
summer."
- Albert Camus, 1930-1960, French Writer
Dear MS 890 Family,
This past month was jam packed with
new and exciting opportunities for the
members of our school community.
Several cohorts went out of the building
for field trips to local colleges that
provide specializations in areas or fields
of study that match student interests.
For example, 6th grade Film Production
recently visited the school of visual arts
with Ms. Simone and Ms. Turner.
Mr. Sixta facilitated our first ever
Geography Bee, where 10 finalists across
6th and 7th grade competed for a chance
to represent our school in the state
competition.
We also held our first Forum on Civil
Rights, which followed the format of last
year’s very successful Forum on Religion
(taking place in February). The Forum on

Civil Rights, held right before the
weekend of MLK Jr. Day, was an
opportunity for students to pose
thought provoking questions to
panelists, many of whom work hard to
ensure the legacy of the civil rights
movement continues to serve
disadvantaged groups within our
communities. Thank you to Mr. Juan
Carlos Figueroa, parent of Olivia (604)
and Ms. Turner, for making the event
such a huge success.
I look forward to working with you and
welcome your feedback as we continue
to make learning relevant for our
students and to provide innovative
opportunities to all members of our
school community.

January 31st
Cyberbullying Workshop for Parents
STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Congratulations
to the following
February
1st were elected by their
students who
Bake
Sale
peers to
serve as the leadership of the
Student Council and student body as a
February
5th
whole:

Issue Date

Lunar New Year - NO SCHOOL
President: Ttaha Elbroul
Vice President:
February
7th Gabriel Ornegri
Treasurer:
Erick Quezada
Forum
on Religion
10:00 AM

February 11th – 15th
Respect for All Week
February 15th
Valentine’s Day Dance
February 26th
School Leadership Team Meeting

Sincerely,

February 27th
Math Night

Nicholas Frangella
Principal

March 22nd
Last Day of Marking Period 2

Get text updates from MS 890 teachers and staff! We are using Talking Points this year. Download the app or call
Ms. Lopez, parent coordinator for more information.
929-397-9200
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CHESS @ 890
The chess program at MS 890 continues to grow! On Tuesdays, interested
students are invited to perfect their chess acumen in the library with other
chess aficionados. The Hon. Ron Russo, a local who students may recognize
from PS 217, devotes his time to helping students perfect their skills. Thank
you to Ms. Maria Newsom, parent of William (603), who assisted in
scheduling this activity.

Students of the Month

Future Cities Competition

Congratulations to these stellar scholars who were
recognized for their outstanding achievement as
Students of the Month of January:
Class 119:Yahir Salgado
Class 601: Angel Muniz
Class 602: Oleksandr Kurtianyk
Class 603: Sharlette Fyffe

Our Future Cities SPARK class just wrapped up their project
for the Regional Future Cities competition. Students Jonathan
Diyarza, Omar Azad, Cheyenne Jacques, Ishmael Toussaint,
and Aden Liverpool presented their “Highbridge” future city
concept to a panel of judges. The team incorporated
principals of engineering and city planning into their model.
MS 890 competed with other top performing schools from
our area, including Mark Twain and Bay Academy. Thank you
to Mr. Golembe for leading the team, and to parent
chaperones, including Mr. Azad and Mr. Jacques.

Class 604: Giovani Flemmings
Class 701: Karlmello Jones
Class 702: Jaiden Moore

.

Class 703: Miniya Guy
Class 704: Janelle Battle

Nat Geo Geography Bee
MS 890 students recently participated in the National
Geographic Geography Bee. Congratulations to finalist
Milo Solomon (601) and runner up Aden Liverpool (703).
Thank you to Mr. Sixta, Mr. Enny and Mr. Cummings for
moderating the event and for developing students’
mastery of Geography.

https: //www.bbg. org/im g/u ploa ds/commu nity/inline/gb_bug.j pg

2

EIGHT 9 ZERO MS 890’S MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | FEBRUARY 2019

Vision
Screening
Through a
partnership with
Helen Keller
International, all of
our students were
screened for visual
health and over 50
students received a
new pair of glasses,
free of charge. Thank
you to Ms. Votinelli
for organizing this
initiative.
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Forum On Civil Rights
On January 18th, 7th grade students hosted the first annual Forum on Civil Rights. Guest panelists included
Harya Tarekegn (Senior Counsel for Policy & Advocacy, New York City Civilian Complaint Review Board),
Chris Smith (Associate Human Rights Specialist and Youth Initiatives Lead Advisor at the NYC Commission
on Human Rights), Edwin Hankerson (School Counseling Supervisor, District 22) and NYS Assemblyman
Robert Carroll. Thank you to parents Juan Carlos Figueroa and Devon Winborne, who also participated as
panelists, and to Ms. Turner for organizing the event.

Dads and Donuts

Lifelong Learning

On January 14th, over 20 dads and other family members enjoyed
breakfast with their children in the gymnatorium to discuss ways to
improve school-home communication and support our students in the
many facets of their educational experience. Thank you to Mr.
Winborne for organizing the event.

Through a partnership with Cornell University,
we are offering a 6 session nutrition workshop
for parents on Tuesday mornings from 10:30 to
12:30. Thank you to Ms. Lopez for coordinating
this workshop.

College Awareness Day
On January 11th, college students visited classrooms
and spoke about their experience. Angela Ellis,
program manager from undergraduate admissions
at NYU, was on hand to explain the admissions
process to students.
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FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE
English Language Arts
th

In 6 grade students are reading texts
about technology. Students are
considering the myriad benefits and
consequences of social media
participation and our dependence on
personal devices. Later in the month
students will write argumentative blog
posts about technology after analyzing
numerous opinion pieces. Students have
continued utilizing "thinking routines"
(based on Harvard University's Project
Zero protocols) to respond to texts and
track their evolving opinions about our
unit’s essential question, “How is modern
technology helpful and harmful?”
In 7th grade, students will be starting a
persuasive writing unit. Students will first
read articles and learn to identify parts of
an argument; such as the author's
argument (claim), their reasons for that
argument, evidence that supports the
argument and a counterclaim. Students
will then choose a topic based on current
events to study, evaluate the author's
argument, and then create their own
argument on that topic. Using the
elements of argumentative writing,
students will write a persuasive essay
arguing their side.

Math
In 6th grade, students will be exploring
operations with fractions and decimals.
We will add, subtract, multiply, and divide
fractions and use a number line to make
estimations and represent calculations.
We will look at story problems that can be
solved by using one of the four operations
with fractions or a combination of
operations, and we will solve the problems
using our knowledge of fraction
operations. We will bring together our
knowledge of factors and multiples, as
well as ratio reasoning, in order to solve
fraction operation problems fluently and
strategically.
In 7th grade, students will be focusing on
understanding ratios, proportional
relationships, and unit rates. We will be

finishing up how to represent proportional
relationships in graphs, tables, and
equations by the end of this week. We will
use our knowledge of unit rates and
proportionality to solve real-world
problems that involve scale and unit
prices. Students will learn how to use this
to make informed decisions.

Social Studies
In 6th grade, students are learning about
different world religions. To learn about
these different faiths, our "homework" is
to interview family and community
members about their different beliefs
and spiritual journeys. In class we are
creating presentations and posters
about major world religions. Students
are also continuing to research for their
National History Day projects.
In 7th grade, students are researching
and investigating the historical context
within which the United States
Constitution was written. Students are
developing an understanding of how and
why the United States Constitution is
constantly challenged and reinterpreted,
while also identifying the rights and
responsibilities that are guaranteed
through the Constitution. Students are
currently working on finishing their
Constitutional Convention Role Play
Projects. Next we will focus on analyzing
the role and contributions of the
Founding Fathers and the early
development of the United States
government.

Science
In 7th grade, students will wrap up the
unit on changing properties of matter in
which they addressed the topic of how
chemical reactions are involved and are
essential to the life of an organism.
Students will then begin the unit on
structures of life in which they will learn
how the structure and function of
interacting systems within organisms
sustain life on Earth. Students plan and
conduct investigations that identify the
basic structures of life and how these

structures work together to allow an
organism to function as a whole.

Music
Students in General Music are in a deep
study of vocal techniques and genre. As
they continue learning about the songs
on the 10 Most Covered Song List with
“Cry Me A River” by Arthur Hamilton and
“Over the Rainbow” from The Wizard of
Oz, they are learning more about
defining vocal sounds in different voices
and defending their choices for why a
song is a certain genre. Students have or
will soon complete the Ella Assessment
where they analyze Ella Fitzgerald’s (one
of our well-known cover artist’s) voice.
Students will also compare Ella’s voice
to another singer’s voice. Sixth graders
are well on their way to becoming expert
music analyzers!

Musical History
M.S. 890 is alive with The Sound of Music!
Students in Musical History have started
their exploration of The Sound of Music
through an analysis of the character
Maria. Moving on, students will learn
about World War II, which is one of the
historical connections and focuses of this
musical study. Students will begin to look
for clues of World War II in Act I of The
Sound of Music. They will achieve this
through a close video analysis of the film
and lyric analysis of certain songs.

Musical History 2.0
Have you heard? There’s a rumor around
M.S. 890 that Musical History 2.0 is
studying the musical Anastasia! Students
have just finished their Switch Format
final project for The King and I where they
changed a song into a monologue or
dialogue and performed it. Students are
now diving into Anastasia the musical
where they will investigate the history of
Russia before and after the Czar’s rule.
Students will also form their own opinions
around the following project based
learning question: Do you think Anastasia
actually survived in real life?
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Robotics

Journalism 2.0
th

Bits and Bots (6 grade) will learn how
different gear ratios affect the speed of
the robot. Students will use their
knowledge of basic programming and
building to take on multiple challenges
that are space exploration themed. As
the students complete the project they
will learn a little about space exploration
and how robotics helps us do this. MECS
(7th Grade) this month will be finishing
up the clawbot build and learn how to
use it with a remote control and
autonomously. We will begin to learn
the text-based coding language for the
VEX robotics at the end of the month.

LOTE: Spanish
In Spanish class students viewed the
musical story Guapo by Señor Wooly in
order to examine the language around
describing personality and physical
characteristics. After watching the video
and completing Señor Wooly “nuggets”
online, students received a reading
comprehension assessment and writing
assessment in which they each compared
themselves to their best friend (real or
imaginary).

Debate and Diplomacy
Students are debating whether the NYC
DOE should require students to take an
environmental impact class, the pros
and cons of a carbon tax, and creating a
number of DIY projects to explain
climate change to younger students.

Journalism
Journalism students have been
analyzing and discussing print
newspapers as we continue assembling
our first-ever print publication. Students
are learning to collaboratively research,
write, format, and edit their own work
for print and online publishing. Look for
students' latest writing and photographs
on the Student Newspaper section of
MS 890's website, as well as upcoming
student contributions to the school
newsletter.

This month is Journalism 2.0, students will
be researching and working on their New
York City Neighborhood project. After
investigating microneighborhoods in NYC,
students will be researching the unique
pockets of culture throughout the
boroughs and presenting it to their
classmates through Google Slides.

Film Production
Students will be editing their Word
representation short films. Students will
individually create their own edited short
film and present their work to their fellow
classmates. Students will also lean about
different editing techniques by analyzing
different models to improve our own
work.

Blended Learning
In Blended Learning, seventh grade
students are going to begin reading
articles centered around Black History
month. Students are going to put
together infographics highlighting the
achievements of notable figures. Sixth
grade students finished up their online
evaluation presentations and will get back
to working on Achieve3000. Students will
continue the work they have done in their
core ELA classes using RACE as a model
for their short response writing.

Visual Art
7th grade students are in the midst of
their study of color theory. They have
learned about primary, secondary and
tertiary colors, and the relationships
between these colors. They have also
learned how painters mix these colors
using palettes. To develop their
painting skills, they practiced some
exciting watercolor techniques ranging
from how to create washes to making
resists. By the end of the month,
students will have completed an
original watercolor painting.

Latin Dance
Latin Dance is concluding their unit in
Bachata. Students learned about the
history of the dance, the country of
origin, the recurring themes of
heartbreak, love, and loss, and the
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corresponding instruments, such as the
bass and guitar. This month the
students will be creating unique group
choreography including all of the dance
patterns learned over the last 6 weeks.

Urban Agriculture
Urban Agriculture students are working
on finishing their Climate Change
Projects. This month we are beginning
our first grow of the new year. Students
will experiment with different types of
germination processes, soil types,
watering methods, differences between
GMO’s, and organic seed types, in
preparation for the MS890 garden.

Sports Medicine
Students will focus on the specific
careers involved within the sports
world. Each student will pick a sports
medicine career of their choice and for
the month of February they will analyze
the specifics of their chosen career and
evaluate the impact that career has in
the world of sports.

Future Cities
In January, the SPARK Future Cities
cohort participated in the Future Cities
regional competition at PS126 in
Chinatown presenting their city "High
Bridge" to neighboring schools around
New York City. I'm extremely proud
that the students participated and had a
very good experience with the Future
Cities Competition. The students are
now revising and editing their Future
City project to apply the engineering
design process. Students are going to
be using the 3-D printer by creating
designs for school passes that teachers
in MS890 will be able to use in their own
classrooms. Students will also use the
concept of "scale" more efficiently and
design blueprints for house design.
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Around MS 890
Here are some picture highlights from the month of January!
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Teacher of the
Month

Grace Cho teaches ENL (English as a New Language), LOTE
(Languages Other Than English) and AIS (Academic
Intervention Services) at MS 890. Grace holds a B.A. in Second
Language Studies from University of Hawaii and an M.A. in
TESOL (Teaching of English to Speakers of Other Languages)
from New York University. Grace has aspired to become a
teacher since childhood and she is excited to begin her teaching
career at MS 890. Throughout college and graduate school, she
has gained various teaching experiences in several schools and
language institutions. Having grown up in few different places
including Korea, Malaysia, and Hawaii, Grace has always been
very interested in teaching, learning, and sharing cultures and
languages. As a language teacher, Grace hopes to promote
respect and appreciation for cultural diversity and heritage at
MS 890.

Eight 9 Zero
MS 890’s Monthly
Newsletter

21 Hinckley Pl
Brooklyn NY 11218
Ms890.org
929-397-9200
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Learning Outside the Classroom

