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Visit our website for class information,
updates, mental health resources, and
much more: 

8th grade parents stay tuned for High
School updates.

www.ms890.org

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENTSDear MS 890 Family,

As we take a moment and reflect on 2020 school year, I want
to say thank you to every member of our M.S. 890 family. The students, parents
and the staff have made this school year from in person to remote as smooth as
possible. Even with the delayed school opening and closures we all have
overcome so many obstacles and risen to the occasion. For that I thank you again,
each and everyone of you. 
Facing challenges has been the theme as of late. This  month’s newsletter celebrates
resilience.  Our obstacles do not disappear. However, it bestows us with the ability to see
past the hurdles lying our way, it provides insight for us to see the bigger picture of any
situation, and helps us handle small or large changes better. Our children will be the
future and be the change we hope to see.

With this said, to our M.S. 890 staff, parents and students wishing  our  M.S.890 family
during this holiday season safety, happiness, and most of all health.

M I D D L E  S C H O O L  8 9 0 ' S  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R

CELEBRATING RESILIENCE

Nicholas Frangella, Principal

http://www.ms890.org/
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HIGHLIGHTS
R E M O T E  L E A R N I N G

December 2020

IN MS. AHMED'S 7TH GRADE SCIENCE CLASS STUDENTS LEARNED ABOUT THE SECRET WORLD OF THE HUMAN MICROBIOME, WHERE
MILLIONS OF BACTERIA PLAY A ROLE IN KEEPING US HEALTHY. THAT'S RIGHT, BACTERIA ARE NOT ALL EVIL! STUDENTS LEARNED
ABOUT HOW THESE BACTERIA HELP OUR DIGESTION AND IMMUNE SYSTEM. THEY ALSO EXPLORED NEW RESEARCH ABOUT FECAL
TRANSPLANTS. IT MAY SOUND DISGUSTING, BUT RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT FECAL TRANSPLANTS CAN HELP CURE HARMFUL
BACTERIAL INFECTIONS IN THE GUT. THANKS TO LUCAS AND ARIEL FOR THESE INFORMATIVE INFOGRAPHICS ABOUT WHAT THEY

LEARNED IN THIS UNIT. 
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HIGHLIGHTS
R E M O T E  L E A R N I N G

DECEMBER 2020

AT THE CULMINATION OF OUR SCIENTIFIC NOTATION
TOPIC, STUDENTS WERE ASKED TO CREATE POSTER/
INFOGRAPHIC COMPARING QUANTITIES WITH LARGE
NUMBERS. STUDENTS RESEARCH THINGS IN THE REAL-
WORLD WHERE SCIENTIFIC NOTATION COULD BE USED
TO REPRESENT LARGE QUANTITIES, THEN USED
NUMERIC OPERATIONS TO MAKE COMPARISON
STATEMENTS.

STUDENTS JOINED BREAKOUT ROOMS TO WORK ON A SHARED DOCUMENT. IN THEIR GROUP'S STUDENTS CHECKED EACH
OTHER'S WORK AND COLLABORATED IN SOLVING EACH PROBLEM. ADDITIONALLY, STUDENTS WERE TASKED WITH NOTICING
PATTERNS IN THE STRUCTURE OF EQUATIONS TO IDENTIFY THE NUMBER OF SOLUTIONS AN EQUATION CAN HAVE.

STUDENTS JOINED BREAKOUT ROOMS AND SOLVED EQUATIONS WITH VARIABLES ON BOTH SIDES. THE WORK WAS DISPLAYED
ON A SHARED DOCUMENT WITH THE REST OF THE CLASS. IN THE LAST FIVE MINUTES, THE STUDENTS CONDUCTED A VIRTUAL

GALLERY WALK WHERE EACH STUDENT GAVE GLOWS AND GROWS ON THE WORK THEIR CLASSMATES PRESENTED.
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HIGHLIGHTS
R E M O T E  L E A R N I N G

December 2020

IN 8TH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES STUDENTS RESEARCHED IMPORTANT EVENTS AROUND THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA. STUDENTS THEN
CREATED A MEMORIAL TO COMMEMORATE AND CELEBRATE THE RECONSTRUCTION PERIOD. 

STUDENTS IN 8TH GRADE DEVELOPED VIRTUAL PORTFOLIOS TO
SHOWCASE THEIR CLASSWORK.  THESE PORTFOLIOS ALSO
INCLUDED ABOUT ME SECTIONS THAT SHOWCASED THEIR

STRENGTHS, GOALS, AND ACHIEVEMENTS. 
STUDENTS IN THE 8TH GRADE RESEARCHED AND

INVESTIGATED THE AGE OF INVENTION AND HOW NEW
TECHNOLOGIES DEVELOPED IN THE 21ST CENTURY HAVE
CHANGED THE WAY PEOPLE WORK AND LIVE. THEY THEN

TOOK THEIR RESEARCH AND CREATED A NEWS BROADCAST
USING FLIPGRID TO PRESENT THEIR FINDINGS.



Marvin Rodriguez Zepeda 6B3 drew this scene for Mr. Osswald's Survival Enrichment
class. How to escape killer bees from a hive that has fallen.

Oleksandr Kurtianyk’s math project  shown above, was to
make a poster comparing two quantities and having at
least 2 comparisons between both while using scientific
notation. The student chose to compare views and likes
on two singers and song selections.
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C U R R I C U L U M  A T  A  G L A N C E

6th Grade: Students are currently engaged
in the "Thermal Energy" unit, where they

learn about why things change temperature
and how heat transfers.  They are currently
working on a project where they use their

knowledge of heat transfer to design a
solution that would fix a broken air

conditioner.

7th Grade: Through inhabiting the role of
medical students in a hospital, students—

as they first diagnose a patient and then
analyze the metabolism of world-class

athletes—are able to draw the connections
between the large-scale, macro-level

experiences of the body and the micro-level
processes that make the body function.
Students learn how body systems work

together to provide the trillions of cells in
the human body with the molecules they

need.

8th Grade: Students are currently
completing the "force and motion" unit in
science. As they investigate, students will

learn about the relationship between force,
change in velocity, mass, and the equal and

opposite forces exerted during collisions.
Students apply their developing knowledge
of force and motion to explain why a space

pod failed to dock at the space station as
planned.

SCIENCE

Whose line is it, anyway? 8th Grade
Theatre students have begun their

Improvisation unit. Thus far, actors have
learned four rules of improvisation:

trusting yourself, accepting all offers,
making strong detailed offers, and making

their partners look good. Students have
been enhancing their ability to trust their
ideas, think quickly, and accept and build

on others' ideas through a variety of whole-
group and small-group improvisation

activities. Students have also improved on
their ability to give self and peer feedback,

offering suggestions to help one another
improve at their ability to tell stories and
act out unplanned scenarios on the spot.

THEATRE

6th Grade: This month students are working
on their ability to perform operations with

decimals and fractions (with no calculator!).
Students will apply their knowledge of

fraction and decimal operations when we
begin our next unit on ratios and

proportional relationships. We will learn
how to use our knowledge of rational

number operations to answer questions
about proportional relationships in the real

world.

7th Grade: This month students will be
engaged in simplifying, substituting, and

evaluating algebraic expressions. They will
apply their understanding of order of

operations to demonstrate their
understanding of the properties of real

numbers. They will end being able to
translate verbal descriptions into algebraic

expresssions.

8th Grade: This month students will be using
their prior knowledge of solving two-step

equations to solve equations with variables
on both sides of the equal sign. This will lead

into linear relatinoships and linear
functions. This will be fundemental in high

school algebra and most rea-world
applications.

MATH

Students in 6th grade music are completing
their first two units of study on the 10 Most
Covered Songs in History list by writing a

letter to Paul McCartney about his two
songs on the list. Next, students will go on

an opera exploration as they explore the
roots of the now popular jazz standard
"Summertime" which is #6 on the most

covered list!

Students are finishing up their study of the
musical The King and I by looking at

prominent themes in the music and scenes
of the musical. Students will do a final

project where they analyze the problems
within the musical and suggest solutions to

these problems for future productions of
the musical to the Rodgers & Hammerstein
company (who own the rights to the show).

Students have been studying different
concepts and beliefs found in the music of
the musical Hamilton and devloping their
own opinions about them. These concepts
include "Talking Less, and Smiling More,"

wanting to be in "The Room Where It
Happens," women's rights throughout

history, and a person's legacy. Students
will pick a concept to present on for their

Hamilton final project.

MUSIC

In 6th Grade, we just wrapped up our unit on
Early Humans / Neolithic Revolution. Students

completed their first Document Based
Question Essay for Social Studies. We are now
moving into early societies, in which students

will examine the elements of river valley
civilizations. They will get a brief introduction

on them and will then work on a project
showing the achievements of these river valley

civilizations.

7th Grade: In 1492 Columbus first encounters
the Taino people of Hispaniola, within 50

years the population of Tainos declines by 1-3
million people. In 1542 Bartolome de las Casas

writes that there are only a mere 200 Tainos
left alive on the island of Hispaniola. What

happened to the Tainos, who or what is
responsible for their deaths and near

disappearance? Why does our textbook have 5
pages of history about the life and journey of

Columbus and yet it never mentions the
Tainos? Why is it that some educational

sources tell us that Columbus was trying to
prove that the Earth was round but another
textbook states that this is a lit? As we learn
the colonial history of the Americas we are

examining national holidays and narratives.
Comparing the stories, maps, and pictures
presented in our textbooks and in popular
culture with the experiences of indigenous

peoples and the words of the settlers
themselves.

In 8th grade social studies students have just
completed a project that required them to

connect invention themes form the past to the
present. We are now continuing our studies of

industrialization, city growth, immigration
and the progressive era.  Students are learning

about the significance of the changes in
America due to industrialization, and

examining the changing relationship between
government and buisness.  Through

researching the working conditions in
factories, and exploring the role of labor

movements and the growth of labor unions,
students will develop an understanding of how

this era changed the work place forever. 
 Students will explore the different ways

discrimination took place during the time
period, and how reformers aimed to imporve

the lives of Americans.

SOCIAL STUDIES

6th grade ELA is currently reading the novel
Seedfolks by Paul Fleischman. Students have
learned how to visualize the way characters

face pressure in their lives and how this
impacts their goals. We've also discussed

symbolism and other common literary devices.
Soon, we'll be moving into our persuasive

essay to wrap up the novel study!

7th graders are starting the novel The
Outsiders. In the first week of December,

students will be analyzing photographs, slang
terms, and music from the 1960s in order to

gain a better understanding of the time period
and culture in the novel. After that, students
will begin reading The Outsiders and will be

able to identify several important symbols and
themes in the novel, along with doing

character studies on each member of the
Greaser and Soc gang. The unit will conclude

with an essay comparing and contrasting traits
in Ponyboy's character.

8th graders are finishing reading the novel,
"Inside Out and Back Again."  At the close of

Marking Period 1, students took a survey and
selected the novel, "To Kill a Mockingbird" for

our Dec./Jan text.  For the first week of
December, students will begin writing an

informational essay where they discuss the
challenges of being a refugee.  Students will

spend approx. two weeks writing and editing
their essay.  Our grammar focus for December

is adjectives.

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
ARTS
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C U R R I C U L U M  A T  A  G L A N C E

Food Science 3.0 is beginning the virtual
Chopped food challenge.  Students will
research a dish with set parameters to

prepare for their classmates and teachers
to see.  Students will be judged on a list of

criteria provided to them.

FOOD SCIENCE 3.0

Health- All grades are focusing on Social
Emotional Learning, as well as Mental
Health. Physical Education - 6th grade

students are focusing on different at home
workouts, while 7th and 8th grade are

working on their fitness and math skills.

HEALTH

Students in the 6th grade environmental
studies SPARK are learning about

sustainability topics such as reducing waste,
recycling, and water conservation.  They are

working on projects to educate the
community about these issues.

ENVIRONMENTAL
SCIENCE

In Violin Studio students have been
learning the basics of Violin playing, along
with music theory basics. Moving forward

students will continue building on 
 perfecting their postures, and becoming

familiar with violin fingerings. In addition
students will be learning basic note

reading, and rhythms.

VIOLIN

6th Grade Musical Historians are underway in
their study of the musical Newsies! Thus far

students have analyzed the importance of
musical theatre, analyzed the way in which

historical truth is interpreted through art, and
tried their own hand at creating their own

Newsie characters -- creating art out of
history. Students are also making connections

between events that occurred over 100 years
ago, and today.

7th Grade Musical Historians are analyzing
how the Civil Rights Movement is depicted

through the musical Hairspray. Musical
Historians have analyzed the musical's plot,

dialogue, music, and lyrics to investigate
incidents of discrimination, racism, and

segregation.

MUSICAL HISTORY

In Musica Mundial students have been
introduced to music and instruments from

different parts of the world. In addition
students have been learning how to make

instruments out of recycled instruments. In
November students will be working on

creating their own version of a recycled
instrument, and make a step by step how to

video tutorial .

MUSICA MUNDIAL

Technical design students have just finished
their introduction to Technical Theatre

Design! Designers have demonstrated their
knowledge of the different roles in theatre,

from directors, producers, actors, to all of the
important designer roles: costume, set,

lighting, sound, makeup, and props. Students
have used their knowledge of these roles to
debate their importance group discussions,
and practiced bringing a scene to life using

lights, costumes, props and sounds they could
find in their homes.

TECHNICAL DESIGN

Guitar studio students are learning about
how to use a guitar to write music and the

basics of playing guitar.  Students have
learned the different parts of the guitar,
and are now learning the major chords. 
 Through understanding how guitars are

built, and the pieces of the guitar, both
acoustic and electric, they are also better
able to understand how the instrument

works best.

GUITAR

We are learning to read words using the
Arabic alphabet.We are learning colors,

numbers, common nouns, and family
members. In addition, we are learning the

cultures of Arabic speaking countries
around the world. After Egypt and

Lebenon, we will "visit" Morocco and
Tunisia.

ARABIC

In Keyboard/ Music Theory Studio students
have been learning the basics of Piano

playing, along with music theory basics.
Moving forward students will continue
learning how to find their way around a

piano, and becoming familiar with Piano
fingerings. In addition students will be

learning basic note reading, and rhythms.

KEYBOARD

As your School Counselor, I continue to
have open office hours for any and all MS
890 students. For 6th grade students, we

meet on Tuesdays from 3:00-3:30, and for
7th and 8th grade students, we meet on
Thursdays from 3:00-3:30. From these

office hours, I have observed that many
students are expressing concerns for their

parents or older relatives. I want to
encourage parents to talk to your kids and
check in on them. You can start a dialogue
by asking, “Have you been worrying about

anyone lately?” You can discuss healthy
ways in which you deal with stress

yourself. For example, you can mention: “I
am worried about grandma, too. Whenever

I worry, I set up a phone call with her to
check in on her.” 

As the daylight hours are diminishing, I
want you to encourage your kids to (safely)

go for a walk during their lunch break.
Getting fresh air, exercise and Vitamin D
can really help their overall health. Try to

come up with some healthy coping
strategies with your kids: dancing,

drawing,  listening to their favorite music,
going for walks, cleaning (this one helps
you too), talking to a friend or relative. 

 
High School Update: We have not heard
anything from the Office of High School

enrollment. This means that all deadlines
remain postponed indefinitely. Families

cannot yet create an account on MySchools.
We will update you as soon as we hear from

the Office of High School enrollment. We
want every one of our MS 890 students to

apply to, and be placed into, the best fit
high school for that individual! We will
have a workshop on December 2nd from

5:00 - 6:00pm. Stay safe!

GUIDANCE
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R E S O U R C E S  A N D  T I P S

New York residents can apply for a New
York Public Library card through SimplyE

to gain access to a range of digital
resources, including e-books and

audiobooks, as well as databases available
from home during our period of closure.

https://www.nypl.org/books-music-
movies/ebookcentral/simplye

NEW YORK PUBLIC
LIBRARY CARD

During the COVID-19 outbreak, Audible is
providing free audio stories to kids and

teens.
https://stories.audible.com/discovery

AUDIBLE FREE
AUDIOBOOKS

Three free meals will be available daily for
ALL New Yorkers in more than 400 Meal

Hubs across the 5 boroughs. Meal Hubs
sites operate from 7:30AM-11:30AM for

children and families and 11:30AM-1:30PM
for adults. Vegetarian and halal options are
available at all sites. All adults and children
can pick up three meals at one time. No one
will be turned away. No registration or ID

required. Good news!  PS/IS 206 and IS 278
will open Monday, 4/20/20. We thank you
for your patience. To find a location near

you visit schools.nyc.gov/freemeals.

FREE MEALSGreat Performances brings the best in the
performing arts from across America and

around the world to a US television
audience. It presents a diverse

programming portfolio of classical music,
opera, popular song, musical theater,

dance, drama, and performance
documentaries.

https://www.pbs.org/show/great-
performances/

GREAT
PERFORMANCES

This special, free NY collection of
meditation, sleep, and movement exercises

are here to support you through stressful
and challenging times. Helping you—and

your fellow New Yorkers—stay strong and
be kind to yourselves, with a New York

state of mind.
https://www.headspace.com/ny

HEADSPACE

The Met Museum invites viewers to
virtually visit its galleries via “The Met 360

Project.” Hours of lectures, talks and
symposiums held at the Met are available

for view via their digital archives.
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-

features/met-360-project

THE MET 360 PROJECT

Although onsite programs and access
have been suspended, the Museum is

continuing to provide online programs
and online access.

https://www.amnh.org/explore

AMNH 
ONLINE RESOURCES

Get free online homework help from one-on-
one tutors, daily from 2–11pm. Available in

English and Spanish, from early elementary
through high school grades, in core subject

areas. Video content and other resources are
also available 24 hours a day. You will need
to sign up for a NYPL library card if you do

not have one already:
https://landing.brainfuse.com/authenticate.

asp?u=main.nypl.ny.brainfuse.com

FREE ONLINE TUTORING
WITH BRAINFUSE

The Mark Morris Dance Group has
launched a series of live classes to create
new pathways to ensure the joy of dance

continues online for our global community.
Children, teens, adults, and families can

enjoy a range of classes from home.
https://markmorrisdancegroup.org/dance-

center/online-classes/

MARK MORRIS DANCE
CLASSES

Calling all future award-winning filmmakers!
The DYCD Film Festival will feature dozens of
short films during a virtual event this spring,
and DYCD is working with their partners to

help you navigate the ins and outs of creating
your first film.

https://filmfreeway.com/DYCDFilmFestival

DYCD FILM FESTIVAL

NOVA Labs is a free digital platform that
engages teens and lifelong learners in

games and interactive features that foster
scientific exploration.

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/labs/

PBS NOVA LABS

Learn to code with code.org. Weekly tutorials
feature guest instructors, including Bill Gates.
Fun activities help students learn about coding

language. 
https://code.org/

COMPUTER CODING
CLASSES

Want to showcase your art skills, or learn
more about styles like digital art and comic
books? DYCD is launching art contests with
a different theme each week. They’ll feature

the best art by NYC youth in an online
gallery, and you may even find your original
work on display in a neighborhood near you!
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/spe

cial_initiatives.page

ARTS CONTENTS AND
ACTIVITIES

Time management for students: 10 strategies
and tips to maximize your time and build your

focus
https://blog.rescuetime.com/time-

management-for-students/

TIME MANAGEMENT FOR
STUDENTS

Use these resources to keep kids engaged
and learning at home. No printer? No

problem! Just use the OPEN button to view
the materials on-screen and have your
child write their answers on a sheet of

paper.
https://teachables.scholastic.com/teachabl

es/learn-at-home.html

FREE TEACHABLES
WORKSHEETS

From the weather to our cell phones,
science is all around us! Have your kids

watch, read, and explore hundreds of
science topics today with ScienceFlix!

https://sdm-sfx.digital.scholastic.com/?
authCtx=U.794217314

SCHOLASTIC
SCIENCEFLIX

Rosetta stone is providing 3 months free to
students in many languages. Learn a new

language today!
https://www.rosettastone.com/freeforstude

nts/

ROSETTA STONE

https://www.nypl.org/books-music-movies/ebookcentral/simplye
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
http://schools.nyc.gov/freemeals
https://www.pbs.org/show/great-performances/
https://www.headspace.com/ny
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/met-360-project
https://www.amnh.org/explore
https://landing.brainfuse.com/authenticate.asp?u=main.nypl.ny.brainfuse.com
https://markmorrisdancegroup.org/dance-center/online-classes/
https://filmfreeway.com/DYCDFilmFestival
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/labs/
https://code.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/dycd/services/special_initiatives.page
https://blog.rescuetime.com/time-management-for-students/
https://teachables.scholastic.com/teachables/learn-at-home.html
https://sdm-sfx.digital.scholastic.com/?authCtx=U.794217314
https://www.rosettastone.com/freeforstudents/
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PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING LINK TO ACCESS:
HTTPS://PARENTU.SCHOOLS.NYC/

http://www.2020census.gov/
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PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING LINK TO ACCESS:
HTTPS://DOL.NY.GOV/ONLINE-LEARNING-COURSERA

http://www.2020census.gov/


Treat your day
as if you're
going to school.
Get up, take a
shower, have
breakfast. 

KEEP YOUR

ROUTINE

Notes will help
you remember
lessons as you
watch them. It'll
also be useful
for reviewing
later.

TAKE NOTES

Do your work in
blocks to lessen
the strain. After
finishing one
lesson, take a
five minute
break before
moving on.

TAKE A  BREAK

TIPS FOR LEARNING FROM
HOME

remote learning

The school and
your teacher will
prepare your
lessons, but it'll
be good if you'll
plan how you'll
be studying at
home.

MAKE A  PLAN

Finish one
lesson before
moving to the
next. Do one
assignment
before another.
Lessen
multitasking.

DO ONE THING

AT  A  TIME

Studying at
home isn't easy.
Reward yourself
for each small
success.

BE PROUD OF

YOUR

ACHIEVEMENTS

nfrangella@schools.nyc.gov
929-397-9200 / 646-926-6396
www.ms890.org


