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MULTIPLE CHOICE
4. What does “unblemished” means as used in paragraph 11?

A. Unaware
B. Unknown
C. Unharmed
D. Unstable

5. How does the idea expressed in paragraph 15 relate to the article?
A. There are two main ways that the river can be fixed.
B. The river is able to move in different directions.
C. People who benefit from the river must also protect it.
D. Opposing groups can each get what they want from the river.

6. Which sentence is most important to include in a summary of the
article?
A. One company colored the river red and yellow with excess car paint.
B. The Hudson River became polluted in the effort to gain wealth.
C. The Mahicans have a saying about taking care of the river.
D. The author has dreamed of returning to the Hudson River for fifty
years.

7. Which quotation best expresses the author’s point of view in the
article?

A. “In less than 300 years it had grown from a tiny Dutch outpost in the
wilderness to the business capital of the world.” (paragraph 1)

B. “In 1963, Con Edison, New York City’s power company, proposed a
plan for constructing the largest hydroelectric pumping station ever
built.” (paragraph 8)

C. “More and more people joined the movement as they realized how
much difference each of us can make.” (paragraph 12)

D. “It's now my turn to help in keeping the river of dreams flowing, for all
those dreamers yet to come.” (paragraph 17)
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Excerpt from Gadgets: Built To Not Last

by Mike Elgan

Of course, everything ends up broken, obsolete and unusable at some point. The
trouble is, the companies that make our consumer electronics are deliberately or
carelessly decreasing the useful life of our gadgets so they can sell us another one
sooner. . . .

I'had a bulb burn out last week. Even though I'had just bought that bulb about a year
ago, it died sooner than a bulb at a nearby fire station that was purchased in, and has
been burning continuously since, 1901. They don’t make ’em like that anymore.
There’s no money in it.

Disposable dishes, “sporks,” razors, diapers and more—ours has become a
throwaway culture, even as the environment is being overwhelmed by trash. ...

Low-end consumer printers, for example, are nearly impossible to sell second-hand
and users are unlikely to bother getting them repaired, because you can always buy a
great printer for less than $100. They are just one of many types of devices that are far
cheaper to replace than repair. Others include media players, DVD and Blu-ray players,
clock radios and PC hard drives.

People used to upgrade their PCs with additional memory, new hard drives and even
motherboards. Now that laptops are far more commonly used as main PCs, we’ve

allowed our upgrade impulse to atrophy.

If you could replace the battery, an iPad should last longer than that 111-year-old
light bulb. But because many devices are designed with irremovable batteries, we
actually throw away gadgets more sophisticated than the computers that put men on
the moon—just because the battery dies. ...

But the bottom line is this: If we don’t buy it, they won’t make it. . . .

It's time to say, enough! Fellow gadget journalists, let’s put far greater emphasis on

durable, long-life design, and let’s slam manufacturers who engage in planned—or

unplanned—obsolescence.?
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9 And fellow consumers, let’s stop buying devices designed to fail quickly, and let’s
insist that vendors make devices that can be repaired and upgraded.

Latrophy: decrease or stop
Zobsolescence: being no longer useful
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Directions
Read this article. Then answer questions 41 through 43.

This article is about a proposed Swedish law to lower the cost of repairing appliances. The
article asks whether repairs are the best solution to appliance problems.

Don’t Fix Your Fridge, Just Buy a
New One

by Michael Le Page

1 In general, if running a machine uses a lot more energy over the years than it takes
to manufacture it, replacing it regularly may reduce energy consumption. Fridges, air
conditioners, televisions and, yes, washing machines typically take far more energy to
run than to make.

2 Why is it better to replace these machines rather than repair them? Two reasons.
Firstly, stricter regulations and improving technology mean newer appliances are
usually more energy efficient than older ones.

3 The second, less appreciated reason is that as components wear out, energy
consumption can rise by 50 percent or more. That means even replacing a fridge, say,
with an identical but brand new model can be better than hanging on to the old one.

4 In other words, after a certain number of years replacing a machine will mean lower

emissions! than continuing to use it. How long is too long? A 2006 study concluded
that the “optimum replacement cycle” for a fridge ranged from 11 years to as little as
two years. Two years!

5 Of course, much depends on the make of machine, how you use it and what you
replace it with. Clearly, replacing a 20-inch television with a 40-inch one won’t reduce
emissions even if the new one is far more efficient. Whether your appliance ends up in
alandfill or is recycled also matters. And to complicate matters further, the low energy
consumption levels claimed by some manufacturers may be misleading.

6 People are also inclined to replace non-power tools such as rakes and hand saws
with leaf blowers and power saws. That's obviously going to increase emissions. I've
tried to go in the opposite direction, swapping an electric lawnmower for a muscle-

powered push mower, and found it far more convenient—plus I get a free workout.
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7 It should also be stressed that many machines, from bicycles to kitchen mixers and
power drills, are indeed worth repairing, because it takes far more energy to make them
than to run them. So if Sweden does manage to boost repair rates, it’s hard to predict
the overall impact on emissions.

8 What is clear is that instead of the proposed blanket reduction on taxes on repairs, it
would be better to exclude certain appliances like fridges. Yes, this would make the
legislation more complex and harder to explain to the public. But that’s just how it is.

emissions: gases that machines send into the air
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How do paragraphs 1 through 4 develop a central idea in “Don’t Fix Your Fridge, Just Buy a
New One™? Use two details from the article to support your response.

SESSION 2 GO ON




image12.png
You may PLAN your writing for question ____ here if you wish, but do NOT write your
final answer on this page. Writing on this PLANNING PAGE will NOT count toward your
final score. Write your final answer on Pages and

PLANNING PAGE ONLY
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The authors of “Excerpt from Gadgets: Built To Not Last’ and “Don’t Fix Your Fridge, Just Buy a
New One” give advice to consumers. What advice does each author give? How does each
author use evidence to convince the reader to follow his advice? Which author is the most
convincing? Use details from both the excerpt and the article to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

Identify the advice each author gives consumers

Explain how each author uses evidence to convince the reader to follow his advice
Evaluate which author is more convincing

Use details from both the excerpt and the article to support your response

SESSION 2 GO ON
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Directions
Read this article. Then answer questions 15 through 21.

6

This excerpt is from a book about the history of the Hudson River.

Excerpt from River of Dreams

by Hudson Talbott

By the twentieth century, New York City had long since reached its destiny of
becoming the most powerful city in America. In less than 300 years it had grown from
a tiny Dutch outpost in the wilderness to the business capital of the world. It was a city
built on dreams.

But it was made out of bricks and cement that had come from the banks of the
Hudson. The river which had fed all those dreams was now fading into the background.
New York didn’t seem to need the river anymore, except as a sewer. And that’s what it
became.

Industry on the river had made some New Yorkers filthy rich. But it had just made
the river filthy. Garbage, factory waste, plant chemicals and the raw sewage of the cities
and towns along its banks were dumped directly into the river. The water turned
greenish brown, except by the GM plant, where it turned red or yellow or whatever
color they were painting the cars that day.

The fishing industry collapsed. The few fish that survived were too poisonous to eat.
Smog from the factory smoke and dust from the cement plants blanketed the valley.
And it was all legal.

Most people don’t start out with dreams of polluting a river. But it was often the
result of people chasing their dreams of wealth with little care of how they reached it.
The Hudson Valley had always drawn them.

But now there were other dreamers in the valley, with their own dreams of wealth.
They dreamed of the wealth of wildlife in a healthy forest, the abundance of fish in
oxygen-rich water, and the great fortune of living in a beautiful river valley.

So perhaps it was a matter of time before the two types of dreamers would meet each
other—in court.
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In 1963, Con Edison, New York City’s power company, proposed a plan for
constructing the largest hydroelectric pumping station ever built. The plan called for
carving out a gigantic hole in the side of majestic Storm King Mountain on the Hudson
River.

But then they met Franny Reese. Franny was a longtime valley resident with a simple
point to make: the mountain could not speak for itself. If she didn’t speak for it, who
would?

Franny and a group of like-minded people founded Scenic Hudson and took on the
power company in a landmark court case. Con Ed challenged the right of private
citizens to participate, but the court sided with the citizens, in the ruling now known as
the Scenic Hudson Decision.

After dragging out the case for seventeen years, Con Ed finally gave up and Storm
King survived unblemished. It was the beginning of the environmental movement in
this country, and once again, the Hudson Valley was the birthplace.

More and more people joined the movement as they realized how much difference
each of us can make.

The love of their land was still alive in the hearts of Americans, and now that it was
aroused again, things began to change.

Many new laws and new citizens” groups have been inspired by those early heroes of
the environment, and their work has begun to bring the Hudson back to life.

The Mahicans called it “The River That Flows Both Ways.” Slowly we are learning
that taking care of the river is the only way that the river can take care of us.

Fifty years have passed since I dreamed of going to New York to see the river that
shares my name, and thirty-five years since that dream came true. I live in the Hudson
Valley now, grateful to all those who came before me, following their dreams to this
river, building this nation, sharing its beauty, securing its future.

It's now my turn to help in keeping the river of dreams flowing, for all those
dreamers yet to come.
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MULTIPLE CHOICE

1. As used in paragraph 2, what does the phrase “fading into the
background” mean?

A. Disappearing from view

B. Losing its importance in people’s minds

C. Moving farther and farther from the city

D. Remaining important only to those who value nature

2. Which claim from the article is least supported?

A. “New York didn’'t seem to need the river anymore, except as a sewer.
And that's what it became.” (paragraph 2)

B. “Industry on the river had made some New Yorkers filthy rich.”

(paragraph 3)

“But it had just made the river filthy” (paragraph 3)

D. “But now there were other dreamers in the valley, with their own
dreams of wealth.” (paragraph 6)

o

3. What is the role of paragraph 7 in the organization of the article?

A. It compares the two groups of dreamers.

B. It concludes the part of the article about industry.

C. ltintroduces the part of the article about activists.

D. It transitions to the part of the article where change occurs.
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